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2012-11-18.  Press Release Concerning the Official Visit of the Head of the House of Romanoff to Russia in Connection with the Beginning of the Celebrations of the 400th Anniversary of the Ending of the Time of Troubles (Moscow, Ingushetia, and the Cheliabinsk Region)

From November 3 to November 18, 2012, the Head of the Russian Imperial House, H.I.H. Grand Duchess Maria of Russia, made an official visit to Russia, stopping in Moscow, Ingushetia, and the Cheliabinsk Region, and timed to coincide with the beginning of the celebrations of the ending of the Time of Troubles, the reestablishment of the Russian State, and the ascension to the throne of the House of Romanoff in 1613.  

On November 3, Her Imperial Highness landed in Moscow.

On November 4 (October 22 according to the Julian Calendar), the Day of National Unity, which marks the victory of the Second Volunteer Army led by Kuzma Minin and Prince Dmitrii Pozharskii over the foreign occupiers of Moscow and those who had collaborated with them (1612), the Head of the Russian Imperial House began her role in the celebration of the end of the Time of Troubles with prayers in the Epiphany Cathedral in Elokhovo, before the icon of the Kazan’ Mother of God, which once belonged to Prince Dmitrii Pozharskii.  With the blessing of the rector of the cathedral, Protopresbyter Matfei Stadniuk, a moleben [intercessory prayer service—trans.] was served by the rector of the Church of the Intercession of the Mother of God in Krasnoe Selo, Archpriest Valentin Asmus, along with Archpriest Boris Obrembalskii and Archdeacon Sergei Sapronov.  Present with the Grand Duchess were members of her Chancellery; the church warden [starosta—trans.] of the Epiphany Cathedral, N. S. Krachuk; and representatives of several civic groups.  After the service, the Grand Duchess venerated the Kazan Icon, the holy protector of the Second Volunteer Army, and the relics of St. Aleksei, Metropolitan of Moscow.  Then Her Imperial Highness presented the devices of the Imperial Order of St. Anna to architect Prince A. N. Obolenskii, and to iconographer N. V. Nuzhnyi, who were honored by the Grand Duchess for their work in the reconstruction of the Cathedral of Christ the Savior and the restoration of the Naval Cathedral in Kronstadt.

After the investiture ceremony, and at the request of the Head of the Russian Imperial House, a commemorative service [litya—trans.] was performed at the grave of His Holiness, Patriarch Aleksei II of Moscow and All Russia.  The Grand Duchess placed white lilies at the grave.
The rector of the Epiphany Cathedral, Protopresbyter Matfei Stadniuk, presented the Grand Duchess with an exact copy of the Kazan Icon of the Mother of God that had belonged to Prince Dmitrii Pozharskii.

From Epiphany Cathedral, the Head of the Russian Imperial House went to the Church of Our Lady of the Sign on Romanoff Street, where she attended a requiem [panikhida—trans.] for all the victims of the Time of Troubles in Russia, which was officiated by Archpriest Vsevolod Chaplin, along with the following clergy:  the rector of the Church of Our Lady of the Sign, Archpriest Mikhail Guliaev; the rector of the Church of the Resurrection in the village of Kolycheva in the Domodedovo district of Moscow, the priest Sergei Golev; and Hieromonk Nikon (Levachev-Belavenets).  

After the completion of the service and sermon by Archpriest Vsevolod Chaplin, the Grand Duchess spoke to those gathered about the significance of faith, of prayer as a community, and of the ability to forgive and to ask for forgiveness of each other.  The Grand Duchess spoke at this time with the descendants of Reds and Whites in the Russian Civil War of the Twentieth Century, with representatives of civic and charitable organizations, and with her relatives:  the great-grandson of Grand Duchess Olga Alexandrovna, Paul Kulikovskii, and his wife, Liudmila.  Her Imperial Highness was deeply moved by the many gifts presented to her by those who came to the church for the services.

On November 5, Grand Duchess Maria of Russia visited the industrial investment group “Vel’” and spoke with its president, V. I. Kondrashin, and with other corporate officers.  The Grand Duchess toured the production facility, as well as the museum and display of products.  The company’s executives hosted a lunch in honor of Her Imperial Highness, and the discussions during the meeting touched on a range of ideas for cooperating on cultural and social questions.  

That same day, the Grand Duchess visited the exhibit “Orthodox Rus’” in the Moscow Manege, inspecting the several projects for a planned monument to St. Hermogen, Patriarch of Moscow during the Time of Troubles.  The Grand Duchess was escorted by children in a special excursion to all the exhibit stalls.  The Grand Duchess gave each of the children an autographed photograph of herself.

That evening, a sumptuous dinner in honor of the Head of the Russian Imperial House was held at the restaurant Le Parisien (a historic Moscow restaurant with pictures of Emperor Nicholas II on the walls), hosted by the Knights’ Council of the Imperial Military Order of St. Nicholas the Wonderworker.  During dinner, the Grand Duchess spoke with the knights of the Order of St. Nicholas the Wonderworker and other honored guests—including the Chairman of the Central Election Commission, V. E. Churov, and his wife, L. N. Churova—about a range of issues relating to the reestablishment of the rich military and historical legacies of Russia.

On November 6, in the State Duma, the Head of the Russian Imperial House met with the Speaker of the State Duma, S. E. Naryshkin.  Also present at this meeting were V. I. Strzhalskovskii, the General Director of Norilsk Nickel; A. N. Zakatov, the Director of H.I.H.’s Chancellery; Prince V. O. Lopukhin, who chairs the office of inter-regional and international relations in H.I.H.’s Chancellery; and S. V. Dumin, the Chancellery’s Master of Heraldry.  Discussions during the meeting centered on ways different groups and organizations—the government, the Church and other traditional religious confessions in Russia, the House of Romanoff, and various other historical institutions and civic groups—can coordinate their activities for the celebration of the important anniversary dates that fall in 2013.

Then Grand Duchess Maria of Russia went to the Church of the Nativity of the Mother of God in Staroe Simonovo.  The church’s rector, Archpriest Vladimir Silovev, who is the director of the official Press of the Moscow Patriarchate and the editor-in-chief of the Journal of the Moscow Patriarchate, served a moleben [intercessory prayer service—trans.].  The Grand Duchess venerated the holy icons in the church, including the Tikhvin and Vlakhernyi icons of the Mother of God, as well as the grave of the Holy Monk-Warriors, Ss. Alexander Peresvet and Andrei-Osliabia—two heroes of the Battle of Kulikovo (in 1380).  There followed an investiture ceremony for Captain S. Nizovtsev and the crew of the yacht “Scorpius,” which, in 2012 and with the patronage of Her Imperial Highness, completed the first Russian-Ukrainian circumnavigation of both the North and South Poles by a sailing vessel.  The captain of the “Scorpius,” S. Nizovtsev, triumphantly presented to the Head of the Imperial House the national flag and the icon of the “Miracle of St. Ipatii of March 31, 1904,” which were aboard the yacht during the harrowing voyages.  (For more on the icon and the miracle it commemorates, see, in Russian:  http://www.imperialhouse.ru/rus/imperialhouse/orthodox/guardians/2/1302.html.)  Afterward, there was a luncheon in the church rectory, during which Archpriest Vladimir Silovev described for the Grand Duchess the work of the Press of the Moscow Patriarchate and the life of the parish of the Church of the Nativity of the Most Pure Mother of God in Staroe Simonovo.

From the church, the Head of the House of Romanoff went to the Central House of Literature, where she examined the first volume of a planned series of literary works, which has passed through a literary competitive review process entitled “Legacy,” sponsored by Her Imperial Highness and organized by authors on the “Proza.ru” and “Stikhi.ru” websites.  All of the works in the competition are dedicated to, and are on themes about, the 400th anniversary of the ending of the Time of Troubles.  Several poets had the opportunity to read their works before the Grand Duchess. 

At 5:00pm, in the Patriarchal Residence in Danilov Monastery, the Head of the Russian Imperial House, H.I.H. Grand Duchess Maria of Russia, met with His Holiness, Patriarch Kirill of Moscow and All Russia.  Also present at the meeting was Archpriest Vsevolod Chaplin, Chair of the Synodal Department for Cooperation between Church and Society; Hegumen Filaret (Bulekov), the Vice-Chair of the Department of External Church Relations; and A. N. Zakatov, the Director of the Chancellery of the Russian Imperial House.  (For more information on this meeting, see, in Russian:   http://www.patriarchia.ru/db/text/2573719.html, and http://www.patriarchia.ru/db/text/2573801.html, from the Press Services of the Moscow Patriarchate, including photographs by S. Vlasov.)

The Head of the House of Romanoff presented to His Holiness the devices of the highest dynastic award—the Imperial Order of St. Andrew the First-Called, which His Holiness then pinned onto himself.  The Grand Duchess also presented to the First Hierarch of the Russian Orthodox Church the gold medal “In Commemoration of the 400th Anniversary of the House of Romanoff,” along with the accompanying certificate, as well as the first printed copy of the recently released book By the Grace of God, which is dedicated to the 400th anniversary of the ending of the Time of Troubles, and the anniversary calendar “The Russian Imperial House,” for the years 2013-2015.  (To see an electronic copy of the certificate, see http://www.imperialhouse.ru/rus/history/archives.html.)

During the ensuing conversation between His Holiness and Her Imperial Highness, a broad range of issues of concern to the Church and modern Russian society were discussed.  Among the topics discussed were:  the Church’s and civil celebrations of the 400th anniversary of the Assembly of the Land of 1613, a gathering that ushered in the end of the Time of Troubles; the situation with the so-called “Ekaterinburg Remains” and the new discoveries made in the Church of St. Job the Much-Suffering in Brussels, which may be connected with the martyrdom of the Holy Royal Passion-Bearers; the teaching of the Foundations of Orthodox culture and other educational activities aimed at improving inter-confessional dialogue in Russia; the plan to build 200 new churches in Moscow and the efforts in general to build churches in Russia and abroad; and the strengthening of the bases of dialogue and cooperation between the Church and civil society and the role in that process of the Russian Imperial House.  His Holiness Patriarch Kirill presented to Grand Duchess Maria of Russia a traveling icon of the Mother of God and blessed the Head of the House of Romanoff for her upcoming pilgrimages and travels in Russia, which will have an especial spiritual, societal, and cultural significance in this year of the 400th anniversary of the nation’s victory over the Time of Troubles.

On the morning of November 7, Grand Duchess Maria of Russia gave an audience to the abbot of the Annunciation [Blagoveshchenskii—trans.] St. Jonah of Iashezero Monastery and rectors of parishes of the Veps region, Hegumen Dosifei (Larionov), who was invested into the Imperial Order of St. Anna.  (See  http://www.yashezero.ru/browser.phtml?what=4&n=288.)  The Grand Duchess also met with the composer A. S. Shelkovnikov, who arrived in Moscow for this audience from the city of Prokopevsk in the Kemerovo District, along with his wife.  A. S. Shelkovnikov presented to Her Imperial Highness his new étude “To the Glory of the Russian Imperial Romanoff Dynasty.”  (See http://shelkovnikov.ru/index.php/ru/follow-on-twitter/1304--nocturne.html.).  Her Imperial Highness also met with the Director of the Classical Jewelry House “Lobortas,” I. Lobortas, who came to Moscow from Kiev and who presented to the Grand Duchess the first in a new line of cufflinks featuring the coat of arms of the House of Romanoff and designed and manufactured specially for the celebration of the 400th anniversary of the ending of the Time of Troubles.  Also in the morning of November 7, the Head of the Russian Imperial House gave an interview for the first installment in a new documentary series with the working title “The Great Fate of Russia,” which is being produced by the film studio “Pro-Vizhn.”

That afternoon, a lunch in honor of the Grand Duchess was hosted by the organizers of the literary competition “Legacy.” 

Later, the Head of the Russian Imperial House went to the Cathedral of Christ the Savior, where the ceremony of the presentation of the award “Person of the Year” took place in the Sergei Hall below the main cathedral.  (On this award, see:  (http://www.whoiswho.ru/yearman/yearmen2012/).  Her Imperial Highness’s name was put in nomination for this award by the “Great Russia” political party, “for working for the rebirth of traditions, charity, and culture, and for contributions to the strengthening of national unity and friendship among the peoples [of the Russian Federation], and in recognition of the 400th anniversary of the ending of the Time of Troubles and the reestablishment of the Russian State by the local Church Council and Assembly of the Land in 1613.”  The full text of the introduction of the Grand Duchess before the presentation of the award stated:  
Grand Duchess Maria of Russia inherited the rights and duties of the Head of the House of Romanoff on April 21, 1992, after the death of her father, Grand Duke Wladimir Kirillovich, in full accordance with dynastic laws.  She has seen it as her role to facilitate the process of reintroducing the Russian Imperial House, its ideals and its values, into the social life of Russia.  Her Imperial Highness considers her main goal to be working for the cause of national unity and strengthening civil society on the foundations of faith, patriotism, charity, and justice.  Under the leadership or sponsorship and personal involvement of the Grand Duchess, a broad range of charitable programs for the needy have been realized, as well as other activities aimed at restoring the spiritual, historical, and cultural legacy of the nation, as well as a number of academic and educational projects.  During her visits to neighboring countries, the Head of the House of Romanoff promotes in every way the reestablishment and strengthening of the centuries-long ties that link these countries and peoples.  

Grand Duchess Maria of Russia works to raise the morale of the Armed Forces of Russia.  With the consent of the government and of the commanders of Russia’s military forces, she has refounded on new principles the Imperial Military Order of St. Nicholas the Wonderworker, an honorary organization that unites those who have made significant contributions to the security of the nation, and which was originally founded by her grandfather, Emperor Kirill I.  The Russian frigate “Yaroslav the Wise” has been placed under her personal patronage.

Grand Duchess Maria of Russia has stated clearly and unambiguously the position of the Russian Imperial House in contemporary society, one that has allowed the dynasty to revive its long tradition of social and cultural service to the nation.  It has shunned all forms of politicization, and—whilst preserving the inviolable fundamental spiritual and ideological foundations of the Imperial House—it remains nonetheless open to constructive dialogue and cooperation with peoples of all creeds and convictions.
The choir of the Danilov Monastery sang the hymn “God Save the Tsar,” the finale of M. I. Glinka’s opera A Life for the Tsar “Glorify,” and the military hymn “How the Wise Oleg Prepares,” based on the poem by Alexander Pushkin, “Song of the Wise Oleg.”

Also, during the ceremony, the General Director of the Russian Biographical Institute, S. Iu. Rybas, presented to the Director of H.I.H.’s Chancellery a certificate and medal for the national prize “Best Books and Presses of 2011,” which had earlier been awarded to the Chancellery of the Head of the Russian Imperial House.  (See http://www.lgz.ru/article/18420/.)  The participants in these ceremonies offered their heartfelt greetings and congratulations to the Head of the Dynasty; and M. Iu. Lermontov—the Chair of the Moscow Commission for Cultural, Informational, and Urban Development Policy; and the Chair of the association “The Legacy of Lermontov”—presented the Grand Duchess with an edition of his relative’s novel, Hero of Our Times.

On November 8, the Head of the House of Romanoff departed Moscow for Ingushetia.  At Vnukovo Airport, Her Imperial Highness was met by the Permanent Representative of the Republic of Ingushetia to the President of the Russian Federation, V. S. Yevloev, and by his Deputy, R. M. Yevkurov, who accompanied Her Imperial Highness on her flight to Ingushetia.  At the airport in Magas, the Grand Duchess was met by the President of Ingushetia, Yunus-Bek Evkurov; by the Speaker of the People’s Assembly of the Republic of Ingushetia, M. I. Didigov; by the Prime Minister of the Republic of Ingushetia, M. M. Chiliev; by the Chief Federal Inspector of the Office of the Representative of the President of the Russian Federation in the North Caucasus Federal Region, Professor V. A. Trubitsyn, and his wife, N. I. Trubitsyna; the Deputy Prime Minister for the Republic of Ingushetia, V. A. Kudriashov; the Mufti of Ingushetia, I. B. Khamkhoev; the rector of the Church of the Intercession of the Most Pure Mother of God in the stanitsa [Cossack village—trans.] of Slepovskaia, Fr. Sergei Maltsev; the Director of the Administration of the Federal Security Service (FSB) for the Republic of Ingushetia, Iu. V. Seryshev; the Minister of the Interior for the Republic of Ingushetia, A. E. Trofimov; the Director of the Borderlands Administration of the FSB for the Republic of Ingushetia, I. B. Tsvetkov; the Minister of Culture of the Republic of Ingushetia, M. B. Gazdieva; the Minister for Foreign Relations, Nationalities Policy, the Press and Information, Ia. S. Patiev; the Deputy of the National Assembly of the Republic of Ingushetia, V. I. Svetlichnyi; the General Director of the Magas Airport, V. Z. Yevloev; and the Cossack Ataman chairing the Supreme Union of Atamans of the Cossacks of Russia, P. F. Zadorozhnyi.

The President of Ingushetia, Yunus-Bek Yevkurov, presented a bouquet of flowers to the Grand Duchess.  Following an old Ingush custom, Her Imperial Highness was greeted with platters bearing samples of the national cuisine of Ingushetia, including bread (lepeshka) and sweets (halva).  Young Ingush boys and girls in national costumes greeted Her Imperial Highness in both the Russian and Ingush languages.  The Grand Duchess and the President of Ingushetia met briefly at the airport’s VIP salon.  Also present were the Chief Federal Inspector for the Republic of Ingushetia, V. A. Trubitsyn, and his wife, and the Speaker of the National Assembly, M. I. Didigov.  

The Grand Duchess’s itinerary had been arranged so as to showcase for Her Imperial Highness the history, culture, and traditions of the Ingush people, and the economic and social changes underway at present in the Republic.
The Russian Imperial Flag was flown at the Magas Airport, at her place of stay in the city of Magas, and also in all the other locations that she visited.

Her Imperial Highness’s first official act during her visit was the laying of a wreath at the monument to Sulambek Susarkulovich Oskanov, the first “Hero of the Russian Federation,” who, at the cost of his own life, saved the inhabitants of the village of Khvorostianka, in the Dobrinskii Region of the Lipetskii District, and for whom the airport in Magas is now named.

That evening, Grand Duchess Maria of Russia met formally with Yunus-Bek Yevkurov in the offices of the President of Ingushetia.  The meeting was also attended by the Speaker of the National Assembly, Mukharbek Didigov; the Chief Federal Inspector of the Republic of Ingushetia, Vladimir Trubitsyn; the Mufti of Ingushetia Issa Khamkhoev; the Secretary of the Vladikavkaz and Makhachkala Dioceses, Archpriest Savva Gagloev; the Director of Her Imperial Highness’s Chancellery, Alexander Nikolaevich Zakatov; the Chairman of the Office of Interregional Relations of Her Imperial Highness’s Chancellery; Prince Vadim Olegovich Lopukhin; the head of Security for the Head of the Russian Imperial House, Mikhail Georgievich Shakhov; and the advisor to the Chancellery of Her Imperial Highness Kirill Kirillovich Nemirovich-Danchenko.

In his opening remarks, the President expressed his enormous gratitude to the Head of the Imperial House of Romanoff for her visit to Ingushetia.  “On behalf of the peoples of the Republic and myself personally, I want to thank you for coming to Ingushetia. We are honored to receive such a distinguished guest.  Your visit is a very significant and historic event in the life of the Ingush people and of Russia as a whole, as our people have enjoyed such a long-standing and warm relationship with the Imperial House of Romanoff.  The valiant service of the Ingush people to Russia has been shown time and again in numerous historical events.  The Ingush people have played important roles in the Russian-Turkish Wars, Russo-Japanese War, and the two World Wars.  Among the striking examples of the boundless devotion of the Ingush people to the Fatherland are the many feats of heroism of the Caucasian Cavalry Division at the front in Galicia during the First World War, which was commanded of Grand Duke Mikhail Alexandrovich,” said President Yevkurov.

In reply, Grand Duchess Maria of Russia noted that she has long wanted to come to Ingushetia.  “I heard so many wonderful things about this region from my parents that I have always wanted to come here myself.  It is especially important that I come here now because you are, I believe, an important example for the entire world in that you have preserved your family traditions.  You have not forgotten your ancestors, and you value highly your historical roots.  I believe it is always better to preserve close family contacts than to search for them somewhere else or with strangers,” the Grand Duchess said.

After these official speeches, Her Imperial Highness bestowed the Imperial Military Order of St. Nicholas the Wonderworker, First Class, upon President Yu. B. Evkurov.  (For more information on the Order, see:  http://www.imperialhouse.ru/rus/allnews/news/2012/2865.html.)  

Accepting this honor, President Yunus-Bek Yevkurov said that he regarded the awarding of this Order upon him as a recognition of the present and past services of the Ingush people to their homeland—Russia.  Then the President of Ingushetia presented the Grand Duchess with a bouquet of flowers and a book entitled The History of Ingushetia:  Out of the Darkness of the Ages, which describes the service of the Ingush people to the Russian Empire, as well as the history of Ingushetia in Soviet and modern times.  The Grand Duchess presented the President with a copy of the book By the Grace of God, the calendar “400 Years of the House of Romanoff,” and other books on the history of the Dynasty.

After the official reception, the Grand Duchess and the President of the Republic answered questions from journalists.  Their conversation continued after an official dinner held in honor of the Grand Duchess.  

On November 9, Grand Duchess Maria of Russia and members of the Chancellery of the Russian Imperial House, along with the President of the Republic of Ingushetia, Yunus-Bek Yevkurov, came to the Monument to the Memory and Glory of Ingushetia in the city of Nazran.  The Grand Duchess and other members of her delegation placed flowers at the Eternal Flame at the Monument Complex to the victims of political repression, and at the memorials to the Ingush Regiment of the Native (Wild) Division, and to the last defender of the Fortress of Brest, Lieutenant U. Barkhanoev.

Among the figures in the sculptural ensemble in honor of the horsemen of the Wild Division is a depiction of Grand Duchess Maria of Russia’s kinsman, Grand Duke Michael Alexandrovich, who commanded the division during the First World War and who died a martyr’s death on June 12, 1918.  “It is very touching that the Ingush people have not forgotten the members of my family, who loved and respected them so much.  Thank you for preserving their memory,” the Grand Duchess said.
Then Her Imperial Highness toured the entire Memorial Complex, where there is located a museum of the victims of the forced deportation of the Ingush people in 1944.  The Head of the Russian Imperial House explored the exhibits in the museum and inscribed the following message in the visitor book:  “The greatest possible honor is due a people who, even while remembering the bitterest pages of its history, nonetheless keep looking forward toward their future.”
Then, in front of the Memorial to the Memory and Glory of Ingushetia, the Honor Guard of the Southern Military District and cadets of the Mountain Cadet Corps marched in review past Her Imperial Highness.
In a speech delivered at that time, Yunus-Bek Yvkurov noted the enormous significance of the visit of Grand Duchess Maria of Russia for the Republic of Ingushetia, and emphasized the fact that the Ingush people have always faithfully served Russia.  “This monument is a tribute to one of the most glorious members of the Imperial family.  Grand Duke Michael Alexandrovich had a special love for his Ingush regiment, for the Ingush cavalry, which distinguished itself with its unmatched courage and which remained true to the oaths they had made to the Fatherland unto the very end,” the President of Ingushetia said.
In her response, the Head of the Russian Imperial House of Romanoff said:  “I am deeply grateful to the President of the Republic of Ingushetia for his invitation to come to this incredible territory, which, after so many, many years, retains the memory of the Imperial family.  It is wonderful to see this monument, which depicts not only our relative, but shows him to be surrounded by his true brothers.  The pathway now is open for me to return here many times in the future.  From the bottom of my heart, I wish for every blessing on the Ingush people.  Thank you for your warmth and your hospitality.”

The official part of the event ended with the Grand Duchess being presented with a miniature version of the Monument to the Wild Division, with an inscription plate noting the Imperial Visit to Ingushetia.  Afterward, the Grand Duchess spoke with many of the descendants of the members of the Wild Division who were in attendance at the ceremony.

Then Grand Duchess Maria of Russia then paid a visit to School No. 1 in the city of Nazran, where she was greeted with bread and salt, and with a large bouquet of flowers.  The Grand Duchess and the other distinguished guests were then given a tour of the facility.  The Grand Duchess’s guide for the tour was the eleventh-grader, Khava Malsagova, who described the history of the school and the particular features of the school’s curriculum.  

The Grand Duchess visited a dance class, the art studio, the music room, and examined an exhibit of creative works by the students.  The Grand Duchess was especially interested in learning about the curriculum and the methods used to provide the young students with moral and spiritual instruction.  While visiting a computer class, the Head of the Russian Imperial House remarked that “not all schools, not even those in Western countries, can boast of having such fully-equipped computer labs.”

Her Imperial Highness also spoke with some of the youngest students at the school.  Students in the second grade class asked the Grand Duchess Maria of Russia about her experience in school.  The Grand Duchess admitted that she, like so many students, began with rather average grades.  “The only classes I got ‘A’s’ in were art and music.  Gradually, though, I began to earn very good grades in my other classes, as well.  One must understand that one can’t learn all things at once.  The things that you are learning here will become your most valuable possession, which no one can ever take from you,” the Grand Duchess Maria of Russia said.

At the school, the Head of the Russian Imperial House met Ahmed Sergeevich Bazorkin, a physics and mathematics teacher at the school who is also the great-grandson of Sergei Fedorovich Bazorkin, who was the second Ingush to be granted hereditary noble status (in 1886).  Ahmed Bazorkin recounted for the Grand Duchess how the first Ingush to receive noble status was Khovdi Akhushkov, and the third was Sergei Bazorkin’s brother, Banukho (in 1888), who was the first general in the Russian Imperial Army of Ingush nationality.  Expressing her appreciation for Ahmed Sergeevich’s knowledge of Russian and Ingush history, Grand Duchess Maria of Russia said, “I am very pleased to meet the descendants of these great men!”

Later, in the school auditorium, which was decorated with the state symbols of the Imperial House, a formal meeting took place between the students of the school and the Grand Duchess.  The speeches presented to the distinguished guests were delivered in various languages of the world.

Her Imperial Highness then took questions from the students.  In answer to the question, “What’s it like to be the Head of the Russian Imperial House,” the Grand Duchess acknowledged that “I have always had the conviction that my life does not belong to me alone, but belongs to my country and to my people, and that I must offer all possible support to those in need.  I was taught this from very early in my childhood.”

As a sign of respect and gratitude for coming to their school, a group of students presented Grand Duchess Maria of Russia with a portfolio of their creative works entitled “The Russian Imperial House,” which had been prepared especially for Her Imperial Highness’s visit.  Artwork by the young students Amina Galaeva and Zalina Zurabova was also presented to the Grand Duchess.  The principal of the school, Marem Galaeva, added that “they, on their own initiative, had been working for two whole months to have these works ready by the time of your visit.”

The Grand Duchess left a message in the guest book, thanking the students and the school’s teachers and administrators for their gifts, reading:  “An enormous responsibility has been placed on you.  Tomorrow, you must become the strength of your great homeland.  Be worthy of your ancestors.  Remember that knowledge is a kind of wealth that lasts a lifetime.  Thank you for this very touching reception.  I genuinely love this wonderful country.  May God bless you all!”
That evening, in the Performance Hall of the Ingush State University, a concert of various ensembles of the Republic of Ingushetia was held in honor of Grand Duchess Maria of Russia, at which were also present the President of Ingushetia, Yunus-Bek Yevkurov and other leaders of the Republic of Ingushetia.  Before the concert, there was an investiture ceremony of the Imperial Military Order of St. Nicholas the Wonderworker and the Imperial Order of St. Anna for those who had served in the defense of their country.  

Opening the ceremony, Ilias Yevloev, the Director of the State Philharmonic and Laureate of Culture in the Republic of Ingushetia, who was serving as master of ceremonies for the evening, underscored that the visit of the Head of the Russian Imperial House is a “very significant event for the Republic, an event that will become an important page in the history of the region and will make an inestimable contribution to the strengthening of the friendship and cooperation between our two peoples.  Our fathers, grandfathers, and great-grandfathers fought together to defend our multinational, religiously diverse homeland.  The fates of our peoples are intertwined.

“History has taught us how to live.  As the verse says, ‘Long live he who seeks peace.’  On March 17, 1770, near the village of Angusht, a historic event took place:  the signing of an important document for the Ingush people, which affirmed the voluntary incorporation of Ingushetia into the Russian state.  Innumerable events in the more than two-and-a-half centuries since then bear witness to the loyalty of the Ingush people to their oath of allegiance, and to Ingushetia’s being an integral part of Russia.  Our rich cultural heritage and respect for the culture of different nations are carefully preserved and passed down from generation to generation,” Ilias Yevloev said.

On stage, there appeared performances by Ingush popular entertainers Rakhman; Lema Nal’gieva; Alaudin Esmurziev; the composer and National Artist of the Republic of Ingushetia, Laureat of the television festival Song of the Year “From the 20th to the 21st Century,” Timur Dzaitov; and the soloist of the State Philharmonic, Summaia.  The Russian State Musical-Dramatics Theater also performed Anton Chekhov’s one-act vaudeville play, The Proposal.

The extraordinary performances of the “Moscow Quadrille” by the children’s dance ensemble from the “League” studio of arts; of a duo from the ensemble “Ingushetia”; and of youngest dancer, the 4-year-old Iusup Ozdoev, were particularly moving to the Grand Duchess and the President of the Republic.

The performers presented the Head of the Russian Imperial House with a bouquet of flowers and with a shawl, which was knitted especially for the Grand Duchess using the traditional techniques by one of the best artisans in all Ingushetia.

And on behalf of the entire business community, the president of the firm “Shadi,” Akhmed Shadiev, presented to Her Imperial Highness a unique picture, made of fish skin and using the “Collage” process, depicting the Grand Duchess against a background of birch trees.  Unable to conceal her joy in receiving this truly unique gift, Grand Duchess Maria of Russia said:  “I have never seen anything like this.  Thank you all very much for everything.  The concert was wonderful.  During my stay in the Republic, I have felt your sincere, heartfelt love.”

Speaking before the assembled audience, President Yunus-Bek Yevkurov said:  “We likely have all noted the high level of artistry of the performers.  This is due to the leadership of Maret Gazdieva, the Minister of Culture, who has done much to help support artists and performers.  The children’s ensemble “League” showed us that a new generation is rising that will be worthy successors to today’s eminent figures in culture and arts.  It was a great pleasure to be here today and to have attended all these remarkable performances.”

After the concert, the Head of the House of Romanoff and the President of Ingushetia were photographed with the performers.

Later that evening, in the Presidential Residence, a dinner in honor of the Head of the House of Romanoff took place.  Present at the dinner were:  the Speaker of the National Assembly of the Republic of Ingushetia, M. I. Didigov; the Prime Minister of the Republic of Ingushetia, M. M. Chiliev; the Chief Federal Inspector of the Office of the Representative of the President of the Russian Federation in the North Caucasus Federal Region, Professor V. A. Trubitsyn, and his wife, N. I. Trubitsyna; and members of H.I.H.’s Chancellery.  Before dinner, the Grand Duchess presented the medal “In Commemoration of the 400th Anniversary of the House of Romanoff” to M. I. Didigov, M. M. Chiliev, and V. A. Trubitsyn.
On November 10, Grand Duchess Maria of Russia attended services at the Church of the Intercession of the Mother of God in the village [stanitsa] of Sleptsovskaia.  After the services, which were officiated by the Secretary of the Vladikavkaz and Makhachkala Dioceses, Archpriest Savva Gagloev, and by the rector of the church, the Priest Sergei Maltsev, along with other clergy, the Grand Duchess venerated the holy icons and other relics in the Church.  She expressed her heartfelt thanks to all the many parishioners of the church for the warm welcome and for joining her in prayer.  The Grand Duchess gave as a present to the church the copy of the Kazan Mother of God icon, which she very much treasures, and which was given to her on November 4 by Protopresbyter Matfei Stadniuk in the Epiphany Cathedral in Moscow.  The Head of the House of Romanoff expressed her desire that this holy icon remain in Russia for the benefit of the Orthodox people of Ingushetia. 

Archpriest Savva Gagloev discussed with the Grand Duchess the situation in the parish life of the Russian Orthodox Church in Ingushetia, and conveyed to her the blessing from His Eminence, Archbishop Zosima of Vladikavkaz and Makhachkala, who, to his regret, had to be in Moscow during Her Imperial Highness’s visit to attend to diocesan matters.  Archbishop Zosima nonetheless sent his warm greetings and expressed his hope that they would meet in person one day soon.  The Head of the House of Romanoff conveyed to His Eminence, through Archpriest Savva, her gratitude, and also asked him to present to His Eminence on her behalf the Imperial medal “In Commemoration of the 400th Anniversary of the House of Romanoff,” along with the corresponding certificate and a copy of a book By the Grace of God.  After the services, the Grand Duchess took tea in the rectory.

Then Grand Duchess Maria of Russia and President Yunus-Bek Yevkurov visited the cradle of the Ingush nation—the Jeirakh region of the Republic of Ingushetia.

The Grand Duchess’s visit to this extraordinarily beautiful place began at the church of Tkhaba-Yerdy—which, according to many scholars, is one of the most ancient Christian places of worship inside the territory of today’s Russian Federation.

The tour of the church began with an examination of the exterior walls and the entrance, the rich and ornate carvings, sculptures, and other architectural and decorative details featuring elements of Christian symbolism.  Inside the church, the Grand Duchess was shown the altar with its large stone cross and dome, under which ancient Orthodox Christians performed the baptisms of their children.  The distinguished guests listened with great interest to the unique history of the church recounted to them—how, after the decline of Christianity in the wake of the Mongol invasion, the church was turned into a semi-pagan temple, and then later into the location for the convening of the medieval Ingush Council of Elders—the Mekh-Khel.

In honor of the first visit by the Grand Duchess to the Caucasus, the Secretary of the Vladikavkaz and Makhachkala Diocese, Archpriest Savva Gagloev, served a brief prayer service, or moleben, beseeching God for peace and prosperity in Ingushetia, in Russia, and in the Imperial House.  The priest offered his best wishes for the happiness, success, and long lives of the Grand Duchess Maria of Russia, President Yunus-Bek Yevkurov, and of all those present.

The Grand Duchess told reporters that she prayed for the prosperity of the Ingush region—that this land would always be peaceful and secure.  “For me, it is a great honor to participate in the first service to take place in this church for the past several centuries.  One feels a kind of pristine spirituality in this ancient church.  Having traveled a long way to get here, I find it easier to concentrate on prayer and to become calm in spirit here, which is something I will always remember about this place,” Her Imperial Highness said, sharing her impressions of this experience.

President Yevkurov added, “It is very significant that today, in this thousand-year-old church, one of the symbols of Ingushetia, we have held the first church service since the 19th century.  This place is a very important part of our history, and we do not intend to keep the church closed from tourists visiting the nearby fortress, but to let them visit this holy place as well.  The church should fulfill the purpose for which it was built so long ago.”
After the services in the church of Tkhaba-Yerdy, Grand Duchess Maria of Russia and President Yunus-Bek Yevkurov continued their visit to the Jeirakh region by going next to the famous medieval castle complex called “Vovnushki.”  The Grand Duchess greatly admired this magnificent specimen of Ingush architecture, noting the remarkable vivacity of the Galgai people—the ancestors of the modern-day Ingush people.

“These towers are incredibly beautiful.  I am deeply moved by the spirit of the people who lived in this place.  They lived in harsh conditions, but also in perfect harmony with nature.  It is impossible to come to this county and not visit this unique place,” the Head of the Russian Imperial House said.

The Grand Duchess took several photos of the castle complex with her camera phone, and also had photos of herself taken with the castle in the background.  This location is considered one of the seven wonders of Russia.  President Yevkurov also played the role of photographer, himself selecting the best locations and angles for many of the photos taken.  Grand Duchess Maria of Russia remarked that this unique location will attract the interest of not only the citizens of Russia, but of foreigners as well.

The President of Ingushetia echoed Her Imperial Highness’s view that the natural beauty of these surroundings must be preserved, even to the point of leaving the access road to the castle complex unpaved.  “We have established the goal of minimizing the impact of the development of tourism on the local environment of the mountainous areas of the Republic.  All of the access roads to the towers in the castle complex are not to come closer than 150 meters.  Tourists will have to walk the final distance, making it all the more interesting for them,” President Yevkurov said.

In honor of the visit of the Head of the House of Romanoff to “Vovnushki,” the President presented to Her Imperial Highness and to the members of her Chancellery commemorative coins depicting the unique castle complex in the Jeirakh region.

Grand Duchess Maria of Russia was very impressed by the construction in Ingushetia of the future ski resorts in Tsori and Armkhi.  The Grand Duchess was very pleased to accept the invitation of President Yunus-Bek Yevkurov to visit the new ski runs, which had opened in Armkhi just in November.  “I, like all Russians, love the snow and wintertime, and I was pleased to visit the ski resorts in the Jeirakh region of Ingushetia.  This is such a beautiful region, and I believe that this is a good place for tourism to flourish,” the Grand Duchess said.  “I am not a politician.  My activities center on social improvement, but I will be telling everyone about the beauty I have seen in this region.”

After having lunch at 2000 meters above sea level, the delegation went to the nearby Targim border guard post.  Here, the Head of the Russian Imperial House met and spoke with border guards stationed at this outpost.  The Grand Duchess also met with the wives and children of officers in one of the instruction rooms for the training of border guards.

On her way back to Magas, the Grand Duchess stopped at the home of the Yevkurov family, where, during tea, she was warmly greeted by the elderly matriarch of this distinguished family.

On the morning of November 11, a breakfast in honor of the Head of the House of Romanoff was arranged in President Yevkurov’s residence.  The Grand Duchess was warmly greeted by the President’s wife, Mareta Yevkurova, and their charming children.
The next stop on the itinerary, a boarding school for deaf children, left a profound impression on the Head of the Russian Imperial House.  The Grand Duchess learned about the history and traditions of this unique school.  Her Imperial Highness visited classrooms and learning labs that are used to help the school’s special-needs students to develop skills for coping with their disability.  The President of Ingushetia and the Grand Duchess also had the opportunity to visit classes in session and to see the methods used in working with students who are fully deaf or whose hearing is severely impaired.  

In the school’s auditorium, a wonderful and touching concert was staged for the honored guests.  A student in one of the upper grades, Asia Kotieva, performed the song “White Acacia.”  The Grand Duchess also sang the words to the song in sign language.  Four student couples danced the Mazurka, and the concert at the boarding school ended with Adam Khakiev and Asia Kotieva performing a traditional Ingush dance.  Impressed by the performances by the students, the Grand Duchess remarked, “I feel as though I’m in a fairy tale.”

The Head of the House of Romanoff then gave a most unusual interview:  a conversation with the young students through their teachers in sign language.  The young “journalists” were interested to know if the Grand Duchess had any children.  She replied how she has a son and heir, Grand Duke Georgii of Russia, who is 30 years old.  “Do you have any pets?” was another question.  “I love pets,” she replied.  “I have two small dogs, and they right now probably miss me very much,” the Grand Duchess said.

The Grand Duchess was especially pleased by how much the students at the boarding school knew about the history of the House of Romanoff.

Students at the school gave kerchiefs with the school’s crest, samples of their artwork, and a fan, which was made by the 10th grader, Madina Mutsolgova.  The Grand Duchess said that this fan would become a valued centerpiece of her small collection of fans.  The Head of the House of Romanoff presented to the school’s library a book about the history of the Imperial House, a calendar, and picture postcards.

The Grand Duchess demonstrated her passion for gardening during a ceremony in the school’s courtyard, where she planted a spruce tree in memory of her visit to the school.  (A plague marking this event will be placed near the tree on this site.).  “I know how to use a shovel and, what’s more, I love to garden,” the Grand Duchess remarked at the time.  She refused the gloves that were offered her, preferring to touch the earth and the tools with her own hands.

“I will never forget my visit to this school.  These special children and their teacher deserve the highest possible praise.  Thank you all for your efforts and for helping your students became all they can be,” the Grand Duchess said, addressing her remarks particularly to the school’s teachers.

Before she left the school and its students, the Grand Duchess left a note in the school’s Guest Book, wishing all the children success in their studies and a happy future.

Then the Head of the House of Romanoff visited the National Library of the Republic of Ingushetia.  In anticipation of this visit, the Library staff prepared an exhibit entitled “Unity Across the Ages.”  Quotations from the Grand Duchess’s “Address to the Russian People” were used as an organizing principle in the Library’s exhibit, including:  “No Great Country Can Ever Scorn Its Own Past.”

The President of Ingushetia, Yunus-Bek Yevkurov, emphasized that “the Ingush people have at all times served their Fatherland with faith and truth.  Testaments to that service are all the medals that have been earned by Ingush officers in tsarist times and in the present.  The courage and bravery of the mountain “Wild” division was noted many times by the Grand Duke Mikhail Alexandrovich, who is commemorated for all time in the Monument to Memory and Glory.”

An exhibit of rare archival documents was exhibited at the National Library in honor of Grand Duchess Maria of Russia’s visit, the first time this collection of materials had ever been displayed.  “These documents have all been catalogued and digitized, making them available for the first time to users,” said M. Gazdieva, the Minister of Culture for the Republic of Ingushetia.  The National Library also opened a book display entitled “Russia and Ingushetia:  240 Years.”

The Grand Duchess and the other visitors to the National Library were also deeply moved by the story, as told by the archivists on staff at the Library, of how the archival collection of the founder of the Ingush historical profession, M. M. Bazorkin (which has become the core of the collection of archival materials at the National Library) was saved during the forced deportation of Ingush and Chechens in the winter of 1944.  With no more than 15 minutes given him to gather his belongings before being sent away, Bazorkin did not gather any personal possessions which might help him survive in exile, but instead gathered his books, manuscripts, and other historical documents that he had collected over time.  He managed to preserve these historic sources in extremely inhumane conditions; and later, when his barbaric deportation was finally lifted, he returned them to Ingushetia.  Now, his descendants have passed on this archival collection as a gift to the nation.

After touring the exhibits and displays, the President of the Republic of Ingushetia presented to the Head of the Russian Imperial House the highest award of the Republic:  the Order “For Service,” the device for which Her Imperial Highness was very pleased to pin on immediately and wear.  Yunus-Bek Yevkurov noted that the Grand Duchess’s visit constitutes a reestablishment of the connection between the Imperial House and the people of Ingushetia and the Caucasus, which had been severed for a time by the tragic events of the twentieth century.

The Grand Duchess thanked Yunus-Bek Yevkurov for this extraordinary award:  “Ingushetia can always count on me.  I love this region with all my heart.  I will be most honored to wear this Order,” the Grand Duchess said.

The visit to the National Library came to an official end with the exchange of gifts, with the Grand Duchess signing the Guest Book, and with Her Imperial Highness and the President of Ingushetia answering questions from journalists.

That same day, the Grand Duchess visited the Mosque in the village (stanitsa—trans.) of Sleptsovskaia, and, along with President Iu.-B. Yevkurov, met officially with the Mufti of Ingushetia, Issa Khamkhoev.  Earlier, Mufti Issa Khamkhoev, who took part in the meeting on Thursday, November 8, between the Grand Duchess and the President of Ingushetia, offered prayers for the health of the Head of the House of Romanoff during Friday Prayers.  The Grand Duchess is a descendant of the Prophet Muhammad through her ancestors in the House of Holstein-Gottorp (to which the male line of descent from Emperor Peter III, including the Grand Duchess, belongs)—a fact that Muslims in Russia and around the world deeply respect.

During the meeting with Mufti Issa Khamkhoev, Grand Duchess Maria of Russia expressed the idea of creating Centers for Inter-confessional Dialogue, in which the clergy and members of the traditional religions of Russia could discuss timely questions, exchange information, and find points of mutual agreement while at the same time preserving their distinctive faiths and individual identities.  Such Centers could help revive many of the traditions that once existed in the Russian Empire, offering an alternative to “ecumenism”—which is controversial among many believers who fear a loss of their distinct religious traditions.  These Centers could instead foster greater cooperation and mutual respect among the people of the various religious confessions of Russia and thereby become a hopeful means for thwarting both religious fanaticism and religious indifference.

“During my days in this region, I have seen how two traditional religious confessions of Russia—Islam and Orthodoxy—coexist and flourish side by side in Ingushetia.  This wonderful example of cooperation should be emulated everywhere,” the Grand Duchess said.

The Mufti of Ingushetia, Issa Khamkhoev, emphasized that, during the reign of the Holy Passion-Bearer Emperor Nicholas II, Islam in the North Caucasus thrived.  It was precisely in that period that mosques and madrassas were built all across Ingushetia, and when Sharia courts were in operation.

“Today, after the fall of the USSR and after the ending of persecution against those who have faith in the Most High, Muslims and all believers in today’s Russia have the opportunity again to worship in the fullness of their religious traditions.  In Ingushetia, there are more and more mosques being built all the time,” said Issa Khamkhoev.  The Mufti pointed out in particular that the Republic of Ingushetia has not experienced even one incident of religiously-based conflict.  He supported the Grand Duchess’s idea of a Center of Inter-confessional Dialogue.

For her part, the Grand Duchess stated that it is vitally important for children to be instructed from the earliest years in their own religious traditions and to cultivate in them strong spiritual values, but at the same time to raise them with an awareness of the need for good and respectful relations with people of other faiths, traditions, and perspectives.  Yunus-Bek Yevkurov told the Grand Duchess about how the subject “The Foundations of Religion” is taught in the schools in Ingushetia beginning in the fifth grade.  “We added this course to our curriculum ten years ago, and it has undoubtedly yielded the positive results you see.  We do not have a major problem in our schools with illegal drugs and alcohol,” the President said.  Grand Duchess Maria of Russia expressed the view that the effects of moral and spiritual values on behavior is far greater than that which could ever be achieved by even the most restrictive secular laws.

The Director the H.I.H.’s Chancellery, A. N. Zakatov, then related a little-known fact which characterizes the age-old and deep-rooted cooperation between Christians and Muslims in Russia.  For many centuries, one of the most important artifacts of Russian history has been the helmet of Alexander Nevskii—the famed Grand Prince, military commander, and Orthodox saint.  On this helmet, which was given as a gift to Grand Prince Alexander Nevskii by Birkai Khan, there is an Arabic inscription from the Qur’ān:  “Help from Allah, and an imminent victory, and give news of it to the believers” (Qur’ān 61:13).  St. Alexander Nevskii, being a deeply pious Orthodox Christian and an uncompromising defender of the Orthodox Faith and Church from all attacks, very much treasured this helmet with this holy Islamic text.  This holy object, the helmet, symbolizes even to this day the unity of all who believe in One God and who are confronted by common threats.

After their discussion, the Head of the Russian Imperial House presented the Mufti of Ingushetia, I. B. Khamkhoev, with the Imperial medal “In Memory of the 400th Anniversary of the House of Romanoff.”

After her meeting with Muslim clergy and believers concluded, the Grand Duchess took questions from journalists from the religious radio station “Angusht,” spelling out in detail her ideas about inter-confessional dialogue:  “The more we learn about each other, the harder it will be for our enemies to manipulate us,” the Head of the House of Romanoff said.

The President of Ingushetia Yu.-B. Yevkurov then took the opportunity to bid his farewell to Grand Duchess Maria of Russia, since state matters required him to leave for Moscow.  The Head of the Russian Imperial House expressed her heartfelt thanks to Yunus-Bek Yevkurov for his warm welcome to Ingushetia.  The President likewise expressed his appreciation to Her Imperial Highness, and said that her visit was an important event for the people of Ingushetia.  “Spending three days and nights with us, you have become a member of our family.  That is another of our traditions,” President Yevkurov said.
Later, lunch at the home of the Dzarakhov family was organized in honor of the Grand Duchess in the name of the Muslim population of the Republic of Ingushetia.  The oldest and the youngest members of the Dzarakhov family assembled in the courtyard of the family house, waiting for the arrival of the invited guests:  the Head of the Russian Imperial House; Mufti I. Khamkhoev; the Deputy Prime Minister of Ingushetia, V. A. Kudriashov; and members of H.I.H.’s Chancellery.  The Grand Duchess greeted each of the elder members of the family one by one.  She also greeted the Lady of the House, the prominent ethnographer and historian, Zeinep Dzarakhova, as well as all the other members of this large family.

The Grand Duchess entered the living room of the house, with its fireplace, and examined the many traditional Ingush decorations and items in the home.  Then the guests were invited to the dining room table, which was laden with traditional Ingush dishes.

“You were born in exile, but preserved your native language.  How did you manage to do this so far from home?” asked one of the elders of the family.  “It is a yearning of the soul,” the Grand Duchess replied.  “After all, the Ingush people were also able to preserve their language and culture even after deportation.”

The Grand Duchess Maria of Russia listened with great interest to Zeinep Dzarakhova describe Ingush culture, its tradition of peace and kindness in their dealings with other peoples, and its most valued principle:  patriotism.  The discussion at the table moved from topic to topic, from the medicinal properties of local foods, to ancient Ingush tales and legends.

Drawing comparisons in the spiritual and cultural values of various nations, as well as in traditional national cuisines and etiquette, the Grand Duchess concluded:  “We are all united in our deepest roots.”

Zeinep Dzarakhova presented the Grand Duchess with copies of her books Russia and Ingushetia:  240 Years Together and Ingushetia over the Centuries, and with a photograph showing a group of men with members of the Imperial Family, including the Ingush Major-General Safarbek Tavsultanovich Malsagov.

The elders of the Dzarakhov family thanked the Head of the Russian Imperial House for coming to their home and bid her a safe journey during the rest of her travels in Russia.

In the afternoon, Her Imperial Highness attended a meeting of the National Assembly of the Republic of Ingushetia.  The Head of the House of Romanoff and members of her Chancellery met with the Speaker of the National Assembly, M. I. Didigov, and with several deputies, who described for the Grand Duchess the history of local self-government in Ingushetia.  In the well of the National Assembly, the Grand Duchess met and spoke with deputies who displayed their deep knowledge of the history of the House of Romanoff and its current activities in building peaceful relations with the Muslim world.  Grand Duchess Maria of Russia responded to questions from the deputies about her life and work, and about her plans for the immediate future.  The Grand Duchess then had tea with several of the deputies, and the formal visit at the National Assembly concluded with an exchange of gifts, taking group photographs, and a short press conference.  

The Grand Duchess then met with a group of Ingush intellectuals, answering their questions on a variety of topics.
On the morning of November 12, Her Imperial Highness met with the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of the Republic of Ingushetia, I. A. Fargiev, who described the work of the court in the Republic.

Then Grand Duchess Maria of Russia gave an interview to the “Magas” Broadcasting Company, in which she expressed her love and respect for Ingushetia and its people, her profound gratitude for the kindnesses shown her during her visit, and her admiration for the natural and man-made treasures of the country.  The Grand Duchess underscored that the role of the Russian Imperial House in modern Russia is in no way political, but is exclusively focused on social, charitable, educational, and cultural endeavors.  The dynasty welcomes and supports efforts to strengthen government institutions and civil society, and strives to assist the President, government offices, and civil groups of the Russian Federation and its entire population to revive its ancient traditions, to support national internal harmony and unity, to preserve the cultures and civilizations of all the currently independent states that were once a part of the Russian Empire, and to defend the interests of our common Great Homeland on the global stage.

“It was wonderful to see how your Republic is being reborn, to see how much President Yunus-Bek Yevkurov is doing to turn Ingushetia into a modern, truly beautiful country, which is very important for its future,” the Grand Duchess said, adding:  “You have created a new Ingushetia.  It is a truly great pleasure for me to see the love that motivates this effort, and to see how much you have achieved.”

Calling to mind her trip to the mountains of Ingushetia, the Grand Duchess repeated how she had never before seen such beauty.  Every feature of this place was unique and special.  “I felt as though I was in a fairytale.  The tower and castle “Vovnushki,” built as it is on the edge of a cliff—how amazing it is.  The ancient church Tkhaba-Yerdy has such an astonishing atmosphere about it,” the Grand Duchess said.  Her Imperial Highness offered her support for President Yevkurov’s idea of organizing religious pilgrimages to this church, the most ancient church in Russia.  “This is the beginning of Christianity in the Caucasus and in Russia.  You experience here a special feeling, something that a believer can actually feel.  I am grateful to God that I had the opportunity to pray in this church.”

The Head of the House of Romanoff expressed her confidence in the potential for tourism in the mountainous regions of Ingushetia.  “There is an indescribable beauty here at every turn,” she noted.

After these meetings concluded, Grand Duchess Maria of Russia left for the airport.  The Head of the Russian Imperial House was accompanied by the Speaker of the National Assembly, M. I. Didigov; by the Prime Minister of Ingushetia, M. M. Chiliev; by the Chief Federal Inspector of the Office of the Representative of the President of the Russian Federation in the North Caucasus Federal Region, Professor V. A. Trubitsyn and his wife, N. I. Trubitsyna; by the Deputy Prime Minister V. A. Kudriashov; and by other government leaders, clergy, and public figures in Ingushetia.

Arriving at Vnukovo Airport in Moscow, the Grand Duchess was met by the Permanent Representative of Ingushetia to the President of the Russian Federation, V. S. Evloev.  The Grand Duchess then spoke on the phone with President Yevkurov.  Her Imperial Highness informed him of her safe arrival in Moscow and again expressed her thanks to the government and people of Ingushetia for the wonderful experiences she had in Ingushetia.

On November 13, the Head of the House of Romanoff gave audiences to the following persons:

The President of the Imperial Athletic Club “DINA,” S. A. Kozlov, who described the development in Russia of indoor soccer (for more information about the club, see http://dina.ru/ru/);

Academician E. P. Chelyshev, the academic dean of the Princess E. R. Dashkova Humanities Institute in Moscow; a veteran of World War II; a participant in the victory parade on Red Square in 1945; a knight of the Imperial Orders of St. Anna (First Class) and of St. Nicholas the Wonderworker; and, most recently, a recipient of the Medal “In Memory of the 400th Anniversary of the House of Romanoff,” which was awarded to him by Her Imperial Highness.  With him at this audience were other administrators of the Institute:  the Dean, Professor L. V. Tychinina, and the Provost, Professor N. P. Karpichenko, who presented the Grand Duchess with a number of new publications issued by the Institute’s press, including a reprint edition of the 6-volume Dictionary of the Russian Academy, 1789-1794; and

The founder and director of the “Imperial Russian Ballet,” G. L. Taranda, who was invested as a knight of the Imperial and Royal Order of St. Stanislaw.

The Grand Duchess also took questions from TV journalists.

At midday, G. L. Taranda and his wife, Anastasia, hosted a lunch in honor of the Grand Duchess.

In the afternoon, the Head of the Russian Imperial House visited an exhibit of books that previously had belonged to her Imperial ancestors and other relatives at the new wing of the Russian State Library.  During her visit to the library, the Grand Duchess invested a number of scholars, artists, and diplomats into several of the Imperial and Royal Orders of Knighthood.  That evening, many of those who received these awards, including the Academician of the Russian Academy of Sciences and of the Russian Academy of Medical Arts, L. A. Bokeriei, hosted a gala dinner in honor of the Grand Duchess.  The President of the Foundation for the Study of Peter A. Stolypin’s Legacy, P. A. Pozhigailo, presented Her Imperial Highness with a book about Stolypin.  Later, after the conclusion of the dinner, the Grand Duchess received a report from the Chief of the Legal Department of H.I.H.’s Chancellery, G. Iu. Lukianov, and issued to him new directives for the future work of the Department.

On November 14, Grand Duchess Maria of Russia left Moscow for Cheliabinsk.  The Head of the Russian Imperial House was met at the airport by His Eminence, Metropolitan Feofan of Cheliabinsk and Zlatoust, by the Vice-Governor and Chief of Administration in the Cheliabinsk Region, V. M. Evdokimov, by the Minister of Culture of the Cheliabinsk Region, A. V. Betekhtin, by the Deputy Chief of Administration of the Cheliabinsk Region, E. B. Alekseev, and by the Secretary of the Cheliabinsk Diocese, Archpriest Igor Shestakov.

During dinner, Metropolitan Feofan gave a speech welcoming the Grand Duchess, in which His Eminence stressed the close spiritual links between the Romanoff Dynasty, of which she is Head, and the Russian Orthodox Church.  The Grand Duchess in turn recounted for His Eminence and all those gathered her experiences and impressions of her time in the Caucasus.  Metropolitan Feofan had served in the Caucasus before his appointment as Metropolitan in Cheliabinsk.

On November 15, Grand Duchess Maria of Russia and those accompanying her took a walking tour of the main thoroughfare in Cheliabinsk, Ufimskaia Street, then paid a visit to the local museum, and visited the exhibition of military technology in Victory Park.

Later, in the City Hall, the Head of the Russian Imperial House met with the Governor of Cheliabinsk Region, M. V. Iurevich.  Also present at the meeting were:  Metropolitan Feofan of Cheliabinsk and Zlatoust; Vice-Governor and Chief of Administration in the Cheliabinsk Region, V. M. Evdokimov; the Minister of Culture of the Cheliabinsk Region, A. V. Betekhtin; the Director of H.I.H.’s Chancellery, A. N. Zakatov; and Prince V. O. Lopukhin, who chairs the office of inter-regional and international relations in H.I.H.’s Chancellery.  The Governor offered a description of life in Cheliabinsk Region and presented her with crafts produced by local artisans.  Grand Duchess Maria of Russia warmly thanked M. V. Iurevich for his invitation to come to Cheliabinsk, and then presented him with a book on the history of the House of Romanoff.  Then the Governor and the Grand Duchess answered questions from the press.

Later, the Grand Duchess was a guest at the Governor’s residence for lunch.

In the afternoon, the Grand Duchess visited the campus of the South Ural State University, where she met and spoke with students and professors.  The Grand Duchess visited the University’s chapel of the Holy Apostle Andrew the First-Called.  The Grand Duchess expressed her support for the construction of a new church near the University, emphasizing the importance of the State, the Church, and Society in working together to instill moral and patriotic values in Russia’s youth.  The Grand Duchess also expressed the hope that the good efforts of the students and professors of the South Ural State University will in every way receive the support they need for their endeavors.

On November 16, the Head of the Russian Imperial House visited Zlatoust.

Her Imperial Highness visited the museum and exposition dedicated to the 400th anniversary of the ending of the Time of Troubles.  Among the many exhibits were those pertaining to the role of the House of Romanoff in the history of Zlatoust, including objects from the visits of members of the Romanoff dynasty to Zlatoust, including Emperor Alexander I; Tsesarevich Alexander Nikolaevich (the future Alexander II the Tsar-Liberator); the Holy Passion-Bearer Emperor Nicholas II; the Grand Duchess’s great-grandfather, Grand Duke Wladimir Alexandrovich; and Duke Maximilian and Duke Nicholas Leuchtenberg.  Also in the exhibit were the personal photo album and other items belonging to the Holy Passion-Bearer Emperor Nicholas II.  

The Grand Duchess attended services at the Church of St. Seraphim of Sarov, and then visited the Zlatousk Arms Factory and the artisanal workshop “LiK.”

On November 17, the Head of the Russian Imperial House arrived at St. Simeon’s Cathedral in Cheliabinsk, where she met with His Eminence, Metropolitan Feofan of Cheliabinsk and Zlatoust, along with other clergy.  After an intercessory prayer service [moleben—trans.], His Eminence gave a brief sermon, in which he pointed out the spiritual significance of the House of Romanoff in Russian history.  In her speech afterward, the Grand Duchess sincerely thanked His Eminence and all the clergy for their prayers and kindness.  A reception and lunch then followed in the Diocesan rectory, hosted by His Eminence.  Metropolitan Feofan presented a censor made by local craftsmen, and members of her group were given silver icons that are worn on a chain about the neck.  The Grand Duchess presented His Eminence a copy of a book about the history of the House of Romanoff.

That evening, the Grand Duchess, Metropolitan Feofan, and government officials of the Cheliabinsk Region attended the premier of the opera A Life for the Tsar, which was performed in the M. I. Glinka State Academic Opera and Ballet Theater in Cheliabinsk.  (See the website for the Theater, in Russian, at:  http://www.chelopera.ru.)  For the first time since the Revolution of 1917, the opera was performed in Russia according to the directions of M. I. Glinka and of Baron G. F. von Rozen, without any ideological distortions of the lyrics or omissions from the original musical score.  (On this performance, see, in Russian:  http://www.chelopera.ru/search/index?q=%D0%B6%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%BD%D1%8C+%D0%B7%D0%B0+%D1%86%D0%B0%D1%80%D1%8F). 

After the performance, a farewell dinner was hosted in the theater.  The Grand Duchess offered her heartfelt congratulations and thanks to the government of Cheliabinsk Region; the Director of the Theater, V. A. Dosaev; the musical director and conductor, A. E. Grishanin; the art director A. V. Sergeev; the lead choreographer, Iu. V. Klevtsov; and all the players and artists for their stunning performances.  In turn, the representatives of the Cheliabinsk Region government (including the Vice-Governor and Chief of Administration in the Cheliabinsk Region, V. M. Evdokimov; the Vice-Governor of the Cheliabinsk Region and Chief of Staff of the Governor of Cheliabinsk Region, A. G. Ufimtsev; Minister of Culture for the Cheliabinsk Region; and A.V. Betekhtin; the Deputy Chief of Staff of the Governor of the Cheliabinsk Region, E. B. Alekseev); the Director of the theater, V. A. Dosaev; and the artists and set workers of the opera—all expressed their joy that this premier of A Life for the Tsar, which was staged with such love and care, should be attended by the Head of the House of Romanoff, a direct descendant of Tsar Mikhail I Fedorovich, for whom Ivan Susanin, the protagonist in the opera, sacrificed his own life in 1613 so that the new tsar should live.  All those presented remarked on the high quality of the production.  His Eminence, Metropolitan Feofan, then offered his blessing for all those present and for the Grand Duchess’s journey back to Moscow and on to Madrid.

On November 18, Grand Duchess Maria of Russia departed from Cheliabinsk and arrived late that day in Moscow.  The Grand Duchess was accompanied to the airport by the Vice-Governor of the Cheliabinsk Region, V. M. Evdokimov, the Minister of Culture for the Cheliabinsk Region, A. V. Betekhtin; the Duty Chief of Staff of the Governor of the Cheliabinsk Region, E. B. Alekseev; and the Secretary of the Cheliabinsk Diocese, Archpriest Igor Shestakov.  As a farewell gift, the dignitaries of the Cheliabinsk Region presented the Grand Duchess with a commemorative photo album with pictures of her visit to the Cheliabinsk Region.

In Moscow, on this last day of her visit to Russia, the Head of the Russian Imperial House met with Albir-hazrat Krganov, the First Deputy Chairman of the Central Spiritual Administration of Muslims in Russia, the Mufti of Moscow, and member of the Civic Chamber of the Russian Federation. (Mufti A. R. Krganov’s son also attended the meeting).  The Grand Duchess shared with the Mufti her impressions of her visit to Ingushetia and of her meetings with her Muslim countrymen.  Mufti A. R. Krganov expressed how pleased he was about the development of cooperation between the Russian Imperial House and Russia’s Muslim population, and read the following speech to the Grand Duchess:

To the Head of the Russian Imperial House

Her Imperial Highness 
Grand Duchess Maria of Russia

Your Imperial Highness!
On behalf of the Spiritual Administration of the Muslim population of the City of Moscow and of the Central Regional “Moscow Muftiat,” and on my own behalf, allow me to express to you our sincere honor and respect.
Since the time of Empress Catherine II—whose Edict of February 22, 1784, extended to the Tatar princes and Murzas all the fundamental rights and privileges of the Russian nobility, and which “decreed that the mosques and faith of her Muslim subjects be preserved and protected, and their religious ceremonies be performed without molestation”—there has existed a long and harmonious relationship between the Muslim community and the Russian Imperial House.  We are pleased to see how you today are continuing this relationship and making a significant contribution to the development and preservation of inter-confessional and multicultural dialogue in Russia.


Your significant efforts serve to emphasize the continuity of the historical connections between the Romanoff dynasty and the Muslim population of Russia.


For me, as for all Muslims of our vast country, it is a great honor that the Russian Imperial House is related to those dynasties that descend from the Prophet Mohammed (may the blessings and peace of the Most High be upon him), and this is still one more affirmation of the active participation of the Romanoff dynasty in the development and preservation of the Muslim Ummah.


And today, the Russian Imperial House, of which you, Grand Duchess, are the Head, continues to serve its people and to utilize all its spiritual and historical potential for the good of Russia.


We pray to the Most High Creator for your welfare and that of your family.  May He send down to you His Grace and Mercy!

With sincerest prayers

Albir-hazrat Krganov

Mufti of the City of Moscow 
and of the Central Region “Moscow Muftiat”;

Member of the Civic Chamber of the Russian Federation
Later that day, Grand Duchess Maria of Russia gave audiences to the Chairman of the Russian Nobility Association, Prince G. G. Gagarin; and to the chaplain of the All-Russian Social Movement, “For Faith and Fatherland,” Hieromonk Nikon (Levachev-Belavenets).  Her Imperial Highness also heard reports from the Head of the Office for Social Relations and Publications of H.I.H.’s Chancellery, D. G. Mepurishvili (about current and future publishing projects and about collaborations with the media); and from the advisor to H.I.H.’s Chancellery K. K. Nemirovich-Danchenko (about plans in Russia and abroad to celebrate the 400th anniversary of the House of Romanoff).

Following these audiences and reports, Her Imperial Highness, along with members of her Chancellery and other invited guests, viewed a documentary by Islam Yusupov (which was produced by the studio “Magas”) entitled “The Visit of the Head of the Russian Imperial House, Maria of Russia, to Ingushetia,” which was obtained from the Permanent Diplomatic Mission of the Republic of Ingushetia to the President of the Russian Federation.  
(To see this documentary go here:  http://contrinform.ru/vizit-v-ingushetiyu-glavy-rossijskogo-imperatorskogo-doma/.)
That evening, the Head of the Russian Imperial House, H.I.H. Grand Duchess Maria of Russia, departed for Madrid.

A.N. Zakatov

Director of H.I.H.’s Chancellery

Appendices

I. Excerpt from A. U. Malsagov, The Ingush People in the Great War.  The Ingush Cavalry Regiment in the First World War.  (For more on this book, see, in Russian:  http://old.ingushetiyaru.org/history/ingushi_v_vov/100.html).

On September 16, 1915, Grand Duke Kirill Wladimirovich presented St. George’s Crosses to soldiers of the Caucasus Cavalry Division for distinguished service.  The first Ingush included on the list of those so honored was “Cavalry Sergeant Borov Zaurbek—St. George’s Cross, Second Class, №. 16418.”
Cavalry Sergeant Zaurbek Temirkoevich Borov (Bek-Borov) was an interesting person, whose travails are almost the stuff of legend.  In his book The Wild Division, Breshko-Breshkovskii writes of “withered old men”—mounted Ingush, participants of the Russo-Turkish War of 1877-1878, who served in Alexander II’s escort, men who were older, “but what fighters they were, how they cut men down, what horsemen they were!”  And then he singles out one of them:  in the regiment “there is one particular elderly horseman.  He commanded almost the entire Persian army—the Ingush Bek-Borov.  He dyed his beard a bright color….”  Further on, Breshko-Breshkovskii writes that, despite his age, “Bek-Borov, a member of the mounted escort of Emperor Alexander II, was a withered old indefatigable rider….”

From a document dated June 16, 1876, it is known that Zaurbek’s father, Temirko Borov, was at that time a lieutenant in the police and was living in the Nazran district of the Terskii Region.  His son, Zaurbek, fought in the war with the Turks of 1877-1878, then entered the mounted escort regiment of Emperor Alexander II, and later graduated from a military academy.  Returning to the Terskii Region, he served in Vladikavkaz as a military attaché to the Regional government.

At the end of the 1890s, Zaurbek Borov was transferred to Ashkhabad in Turkestan, where events transpired that would change his life:  Borov was put on trial, “deprived of all his special rights and privileges,” lost his officer’s rank, and was stripped of all his military and peace-time awards and decorations.  Evidently, these events took place in 1908, just at the time that his eldest son, Sultan-Bek Borov, graduated from the school in Ashkhabad and entered the Elisavetgrad Cavalry School.  

The officer Anatolii Markov served as a lieutenant from March 1915 in the 4th Battalion of the Ingush Regiment.  After many years living abroad, he published his memoirs “In the Ingush Cavalry Regiment” in the Paris journal Voennaia Byl’ [Le passé militaire,—or War Stories—trans.].  In his memoirs, Markov mentions Zaurbek Borov, whose life story he knew very well:  “The Cavalry Sergeant of my battalion, Zaurbek Bek-Borov, was an Ingush, and had before the war served as a police lieutenant in Ashkhabad.  Accused of some kind of abuse of power in a report by Senator Garin, he was put on trial, but escaped from prison and went to the Caucasus and then to Persia.  When a civil war broke out in Persia, Zaurbek got involved and soon became the commander of one of the warring armies.  For his many victories in battle, Bek-Borov was made a general, but soon after was forced to abandon his army and to flee, together with the Shah, to Russia.  Being still a fugitive on the run, Bek-Borov, along with some others, accepted the amnesty offered them by the Emperor at the beginning of the war, and he entered the mounted Wild Division as a way of earning the amnesty he had been granted….”

Being a former police official in Ashkhabad and a former general for the Shah, Zaurbek Bek-Borov, following Persian tradition, dyed his beard and fought in the ranks of the Ingush Regiment.  For his heroism, he was awarded the St. George’s Cross IV and III Classes, then in September 1915, received the St. George’s Cross II Class.

When Cavalry Sergeant Zaurbek Borov received the Order of St. George III Class, the commander of the Ingush Regiment, Colonel Merchule, made a request to the commander of the Division, Grand Duke Mikhail Alexandrovich, to make Borov an officer, who in turn compiled a report recommending the promotion to the Tsar.

And here is the decree to the Caucasus Cavalry Division № 98 of March 14, 1916:  “The Sovereign Emperor, by his Decree of February 10, 1916, has deemed it good to restore the rights and privileges lost by Cavalry Sergeant Zaurbek Temirkoev Borov as a result of his conviction in court, except for one…and except for the medals he received before his conviction.”

Aleksei Markov writes in his memoirs that Zaurbek Bek-Borov “by the end of the war had been promoted to officer rank and ended the war as a lieutenant, despite being 60 years old.”

Markov’s account also reports that Zaurbek Bek-Borov’s two sons “also served in the Regiment with their father.  Captain Sultan Borov was killed during the war, and the Cornet Izmail was a junior officer in the same battalion in which his father served. 

“Taking a cue from his sons, the old man Zaurbek Bek-Borv, despite being only a sergeant, was accepted among us in the officer’s club and he occupied the head of the table, in accordance with Caucasus tradition, which honors men not by their military rank, but by their age.”

In May 1915, the commanders of the Caucasus Cavalry Division received a request from “the nobleman [junker—trans.] of the Tverskii Cavalry School, Ismail Bek-Borov.”  The request stated that on June 1, Ismail had completed his studies and was requesting to be received in the Ingush Regiment “to serve together with his father”:  Zaurbek Borov.

And in September 1915, a list of officers in the Ingush Regiments includes “Ensign Ismail Zaurbekovich Bek-Borov.”  Later, Ismail would be promoted to Cornet.

At that same time, Cavalry Sergeant Zaurbek Borov’s elder son, Sultan-Bek Borov, served as a captain in the Uhlan Regiment on the Western Front.  He saw action from the very beginning of the war, and by November 1915 he had been awarded the St. George’s Sword and five St. George’s medals.  In March 1916, Sultan-Bek Zaurbekovich began to serve in the Ingush Cavalry Division.

At the end of September, the Regiments of the Caucasus Cavalry Division continued to be engaged in battle on the left bank of the Strypa River, repulsing the attacks of their enemies and conducting successful reconnaissance missions.  In a report by the commander of the Chechen Regiment, Colonel Fazul-Mirza Kadzhar, several members of the Regiment conducting reconnaissance were award St. George’s Crosses, including:

“Senior Sergeant Zaur-Bek Akhushkov:  St. George’s Cross IV Class, № 358269.

“On September 24, 1915, he obtained precise and vital information about the enemy during a reconnaissance patrol near the village of Dobropol.”

This information comes from the award proclamation for the Second Cavalry Battalion about Sergeant Zaurbek Akhushkov of the Chechen Cavalry.

In his Book The Wild Division, Nikolai Nikolaevich Breshko-Breshkovskii calls him “the Ingush Zaur-Bek Okhushkov” and retells his amazing story, his “completely unusual biography,” with striking parallels with that of Zarubek Borov.

Zaurbek Akhushkov, according to Breshko-Breshkovskii, graduated from the Elisavetgrad Cavalry School, and then entered the Akhtyrskii Hussars Regiment.  A month later, the Cornet Akhushkov “was insulted by Colonel Andreev, and responded to the insult by slapping him.  He faced the death penalty, so he fled to Turkey and, as a Muslim, was allowed to enter the personal mounted escort of Sultan Abdul-Hamid.  Later, we was promoted to Major and put in charge of the gendarmerie in Smyrna.  But under his Turkish uniform there was a beating heart that yearned for Russia.  He was filled with a desire to return to Russia, come what may, and to turn himself in to the Russian authorities.  When war broke out, Zaur-Bek was filled with horror at the thought that Turkey’s allies, the Germans, would compel him to fight against those whom he had not for one minute ceased to love.  

“And now, 20 years later, a new flight:  but back then, it was a boy that fled from Russia to Turkey; now it was a mustached, older, wiser, more experienced man, who looked like a Janissary, who was fleeing from Turkey to Russia.  Zaur-Bek received an Imperial pardon and entered the Chechen Cavalry Regiment, receiving three St. George’s Soldier Crosses and being promoted first to Ensign, then to Cornet.”

Turning now from what the correspondent from the journal Niva had to say about Zaurbek Akhushkov, and what Breshko-Breshkovskii wrote about him, we can examine documents that have come down to us.  We can turn, for example, to a “List” compiled on December 31, 1907, and “certified by the Senate and entered into the Genealogical Book of the Stavropol Province, of hereditary nobles that had lived or are now living in the Terskii Region.”  Under entry № 11 in the “List” is “Akhushkov, Khauda Shmakovich—50 years old, lieutenant colonel.  His sons:  Dzaurbek and Alikhan.”  In answer to the question “Of What Region is He a Nobleman?” the document reads “in the Mountains of Vladikavkaz.”  Akhushkov’s status as a hereditary nobleman of Russia was confirmed by the Senate in October 1886, and again in 1887.

The “List” mentions Lieutenant Colonel Khaud Akhushkov’s two sons, who, together with him, were listed as hereditary noblemen.  The older of them, “Dzaurbek” is the Zaurbek Akhushkov mentioned above.

According to the military service records of Zaurbek’s father, “Khaud Shmakov, the son of an Honorary Sergeant Major from the Vladikavkaz District of the Terskii Region,” Lieutenant Colonel Khaud Akhushkov was awarded the Order of St. Vladimir IV Class “for distinguished service in the officer ranks for 25 years” in September 1885.  This award conveyed with it hereditary noble status.
By an Imperial Decree of September 1890, Akhushkov “was promoted to the rank of Colonel and discharged from active duty for reasons of ill health, with a pension and the right to continue to wear his uniform.”  His military records indicate that he had three sons and two daughters.  The eldest of these was Zaurbek Akhushkov, who was born on February 13, 1870.

In the Fall of 1915, the 45-year-old Zaurbek Akhushkov of the Chechen Cavalry Regiment was awarded the St. George’s Cross IV Class “for exceptional service” during a reconnaissance mission.  According to a report from Colonel Fazul-Mirza Kadzhar, he was awarded also the St. George’s Cross III Class because “on October 21, 1915, under sustained and heavy fire and during an artillery barrage, he undertook a successful reconnaissance mission that yielded vital information about the enemy.”

And in 1916, Senior Sergeant Zaurbek Akhushkov earned the St. George’s Cross II Class during the famed Brusilov Breakthrough on the Southwestern Front.

Zaurbek Akhushkov’s courage in battle and his many awards for bravery prompted the commander of the Chechen Cavalry Division, Colonel Prince Kadzhar, to request of the commander of the Caucasus Cavalry Division a promotion to officer rank.  The commander, Iuzefovich, supported the request and submitted the required documents to the General Staff.  On November 2, 1916, the commander of the Caucasus Cavalry Wild Division received a telegram from Petrograd:  “Immediately send all appropriate documents for the promotion of Sergeant Zaur-Bek Akhushkov to the rank of Cornet, in accordance with the Imperial will.”

II. Ancestors of the Head of the Russian Imperial House, H.I.H. Grand Duchess Maria of Russia, and Her Heir, H.I.H. Tsesarevich and Grand Duke Georgii of Russia, from the Prophet Muhammad

The Prophet Muhammad

I

I

I

I

I

Ismail ibn Qarais ibn Abbad ibn Amribn Aslamibn Amr ibn Itaf ibn

Na’im al-Lakhmi, qadi of Seville
I

Abu-l-Qasim Muhammad I ibn Ismail, Emir of Seville (died 1042)
I

Abu-Amr Abbad al-Mu’tadid ibn Muhammad, Emir of Seville (died 1069)

I

Abu-l-Qasim Muhammad II al-Mu’tamid ibn Abbad, 

Emir of Seville (1028-1095)

I

Zaida (in Christian baptism, Isabel), Queen of Castile (died 1103), married in 1096 King Alfonso VI of Castile (1031-1109)
I

Sancha of Castile (1100-1134),

married in 1122 Count Rodrigo Gonzalez de Lara (died 1143)

I

Count Rodrigo Rodriguez de Lara,

married Garcia de Azagra

I

Countess Sancha Rodriguez de Lara,

married Gonzalo Ruis II de Giron
I

Maria Gonzalez de Giron,

married Guillen Perez de Guzman (died 1212)

I

Maria Guillen de Guzman (died 1262),

mistress of King Alfonso X of Castile (1221–1284)

I

Princess Beatriz of Castile (1242–1303),

married King Afonso III of Portugal (1210–1279)

I

King Dionisio of Portugal (1261–1325),

married in 1282 Isabella of Aragon (1271–1336)

I

King Afonso IV of Portugal (1291–1357),

married in 1309 Beatriz of Castile (1293–1359)

I

King Pedro I of Portugal (1320–1367),

his mistress Teresa Lourenço

I

King João (John) I of Portugal (1357–1433),

married in 1387 Philippa of Lancaster (1360–1415)

I

Duke João of Belas (1400–1442),

married in 1424 Isabella of Braganza (died 1465)

I

Princess Isabella of Portugal (1428–1496),

married in 1447 King Juan (John) II of Castile (1405–1454)
I

Queen Isabella I of Castile (1451–1504),

married King Ferdinand II of Aragon (1452–1516)

I

Queen Joanna of Castile (1479–1555),

married in 1496 King Philip I of Castile (1478–1506)

I

Holy Roman Emperor Ferdinand I (1503–1564),

married in 1521 Anna of Bohemia (1503–1547)

I

Princess Maria of Austria (1531–1583),

married in 1546 Duke Wilhelm III of Jülich-Cleves-Berg (1516–1592)

I

Magdalene of Jülich-Cleves-Berg (1553–1633),

married in 1579 Count Palatine Johann I of Zweibrücken (1550–1604)

I

Count Palatine Johann-Casimir of Zweibrücken-Kleeburg (1589–1652),

married in 1615 Princess Katarina of Sweden (1584–1638)
I

King Charles X Gustav of Sweden (1622–1660),

married in 1654 Princess Hedwig Eleonora of Holstein-Gottorp (1636–1715)

I

King Charles XI of Sweden (1655–1697),

married in 1680 Princess Ulrike Eleonora of Denmark (1656–1693)

I

Princess Hedwig Sophia of Sweden (1681–1708),

married in 1698 Duke Friedrich IV of Holstein-Gottorp (1671–1702)
I

Duke Karl Friedrich of Holstein-Gottorp (1700–1739),

married in 1725 Tsesarevna Anna Petrovna of Russia (1708–1739)

I

Emperor Peter III (1728–1762),

married in 1745 Princess Sophie Auguste Friederike of Anhalt-Zerbst (from 1762–1796: Empress Catherine II) (1729–1796)

I

Emperor Paul I (1754–1801),

married in 1773 (his second marriage) Princess Sophie Dorothea Auguste Luise of Wurttemberg 

(Empress Maria Feodorovna) (1759–1828)

I

Emperor Nicholas I (1796–1855),

married in 1817 Princess Friederike Luise Charlotte Wilhelmine of Prussia (Empress Alexandra Feodorovna) (1798–1860)

I

Emperor Alexander II (1818–1881),

married in 1841 Princess Maximiliane Wilhelmine Auguste Sophie Marie of Hesse and by Rhine (Empress Maria Aleksandrovna) (1824–1881)

I

Grand Duke Wladimir Aleksandrovich (1847–1909),

married in 1874 Princess Marie Alexandrine Elisabeth Eleonore of Mecklenburg-Schwerin (Grand Duchess Maria Pavlovna the Senior) (1854–1920)
I

Emperor-in-Exile Kirill I (1876–1938),

married in 1905 Princess Victoria Melita of Great Britain and Ireland, and Saxe-Coburg and Gotha (Empress Victoria Feodorovna) (1876–1936)

I

Head of the Russian Imperial House, Grand Duke Wladimir III (1917–1992)

married in 1948 Princess Leonida of Bagrationi-Mukhraneli Princess Royal of Georgia (Grand Duchess Leonida Georgievna) (1914–2010)

I

Head of the Russian Imperial House, Grand Duchess Maria I (born 1953), married in 1976 (div. 1985) Prince Franz Wilhelm of Prussia (Grand Duke Mikhail Pavlovich) (born 1943)
I

The Heir, Tsesarevich, and Grand Duke Georgii of Russia (born 1981)
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