2015-10-08 Grand Duke George of Russia visits St. Petersburg and Moscow, September 29 – October 7, 2015

On September 29 – October 7, 2015, His Imperial Highness, the Heir, Tsesarevich, and Grand Duke George of Russia, traveled to Russia.  His Imperial Highness spent most of this time in St. Petersburg, but also traveled to Moscow for one day in order to attend the 6th Congress of Russian Pediatric Oncologists.  
On September 29, the Grand Duke arrived in St. Petersburg from Brussels.  That evening, he met with the Director of the Chancellery of the Imperial House, Alexander N. Zakatov, and with the General Director of the Imperial Foundation for Cancer Research, Archpriest Alexander Tkachenko.

On September 30, on the feast day of Saints Faith, Hope, and Charity, and their mother, Sophia, the Grand Duke, accompanied by Alexander Zakatov, went to the Church of the Nativity of St. John the Forerunner and Baptist in the Suvorov Military Academy, which is located in the former Vorontsov Palace.  There, His Imperial Highness the Grand Duke George of Russia met with His Most Eminent Highness Fra’ Matthew Festing, the Prince and Grand Master of the Sovereign Military Hospitaller Order of St. John of Jerusalem of Rhodes and of Malta (the Order of Malta).
[image: image1.jpg]



The Grand Master was greeted at the Vorontsov Palace by the rector of the Church of St. John the Forerunner and Baptist, Archpriest Alexander Tkachenko.  Fr. Alexander gave a speech in English welcoming the Grand Master, who was making his first ever visit to the palace.  In the speech, Fr. Alexander described the history of the church and the historical connections between Russia and the Order of Malta.  Afterward, H.I.H. the Grand Duke George of Russia offered his own words of welcome to the Grand Master and presented to him an icon of St. John the Forerunner and Baptist, and books on the history of the Russian Imperial House.
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From left to right:  Grand Master Fra’ Matthew Festing, Archpriest Alexander Tkachenko, Grand Duke George, and Alexander Zakatov 
The Grand Master thanked H.I.H. the Grand Duke George of Russia and Fr. Alexander Tkachenko for their warm and welcoming words, and then gave a short speech to the officers and students of the Suvorov Academy gathered in the church.  The Grand Master described his sense of wonder at being in this beautiful church, and expressed the hope that those present will one day be able to visit the headquarters of the Order of Malta in Rome, where they would be welcome guests.




The Grand Master then presented to the rector of the church a fragment of the holy relics of St. Nicholas the Wonderworker.  Fr. Alexander thanked him for this very special gift, and then he and other clergy served a moleben to St. Nicholas.  After the conclusion of the service, Fr. Alexander presented to H.M.E.H. a painting by the artists Andrei Pashin depicting an interior view of the Church of St. John the Forerunner and Baptist.
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H.M.E.H. the Prince and Grand Master Fra’ Matthew Festing, H.I.H. the Grand Duke George of Russia, and Archpriest Alexander Tkachenko
Then Grand Duke George and Grand Master Fra’ Matthew Festing toured the Academy and visited the Catholic chapel of the Order of Malta, which was designed and built by the architect Giacomo Quarenghi. They were accompanied by the commandant of the Academy, Colonel E. M. Ermolov; the Chairman of the Heraldric Council in the Office of the President of the Russian Federation, G. V. Vilinbakhov; the Director of the Artillery Museum, Colonel V. M. Krylov; members of the Chancellery of the Russian Imperial House; and faculty and students of the Academy.
Music from a unique and historically significant organ filled the chapel during their tour.  The Director of the museum, of which the chapel is a part, recounted the history of this historic site for the Grand Master and the Grand Duke, and they both then had the opportunity to meet and chat with the students, teachers, and administrators of the Academy.
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Grand Duke George and Grand Master Fra’ Matthew Festing with students of the Suvorov Academy
H.M.E.H. the Prince and Grand Master Fra’ Matthew Festing and those in his party then bid a very warm farewell to all and set off to visit several other sites in the city of St. Petersburg, while H.I.H. the Grand Duke George of Russia went to Pulkovo airport to catch a flight to Moscow, where he was to attend the 6th Congress of Russian Pediatric Oncologists.

On October 1, Grand Duke George of Russia participated in the opening and first day of the 6th Congress of Russian Pediatric Oncologists. The Congress included speakers and attendees from many nations and focused on the theme “Achievements and Future Directions in Pediatric Oncology.”  (The Congress took place on October 1-3, 2015, in the Hotel Borodino in Moscow.  For the Congress programme, see:  http://pediatriconcology.ru/congress/program/ )
The Grand Duke was accompanied by:  Alexander Zakatov, the Director of the Chancellery of the Russian Imperial House; Kirill K. Nemirovich-Danchenko, advisor to the Chancellery for Relations with Government and Civic Organizations; and Archpriest Alexander Tkachenko, General Director of the Imperial Foundation for Cancer Research.
Conference Hall of the 6th Congress of Russian Pediatric Oncologists 
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Members of the Presidium of the Congress: Dr. Mamed Dzhavadovich Aliyev, Academician and Director of the Research Institute of Pediatric Oncology and Hematology at the N. N. Blokhin Russian Cancer Research Center of the Russian Academy of Medical Sciences; Academician Vladimir Georgievich Polyakov, the Head of Pediatric Oncology of the Ministry of Health of the Russian Federation; Dr. Alexander Alexandrovich Baranov, Chairman of the Board of the Union of Russian Pediatricians and Director of the Scientific Centre for Children’s Health; Dr. Alexander Rumyantsev, Director of the Dmitrii Rogachev Federal Clinical Research Center of the Ministry of Health and President of the National Society of Pediatric Hematologists and Oncologists; Grand Duke George; and Alexander Zakatov, Director of the Chancellery of the Russian Imperial House. 
At the opening ceremonies for the Congress, the Grand Duke gave one of the speeches welcoming attendees, during which he described the activities of the Imperial Foundation for Cancer Research and expressed his hope that the many panels and presentations at the Congress will help specialists find solutions to some of the most pressing problems in cancer treatment and diagnosis, and that the Congress will serve as a useful forum for the exchange of ideas on how best to introduce the newest cancer treatments.  
Address

By the Chairman of the Board

of the Imperial Foundation for Cancer Research,

His Imperial Highness,

The Heir, Tsesarevich, and Grand Duke George of Russia

Dear Colleagues, friends, and countrymen,

“I wish to offer my warmest greetings and welcome to all the participants in the 6th Congress of Russian Pediatric Oncologists, which is taking place this year on the 40th anniversary of the opening of the Pediatrics Department of the N. N. Blokhin Russian Cancer Research Center of the Russian Academy of Medical Sciences.
“Russian oncological research is famous the world over for its important achievements.  I am certain that this Congress will put on display many of the foremost advances that have been made in Russia in the fight against cancer.
”Our country can rightfully boast of its many talented specialists and young researchers, who are expertly trained, deeply committed, and utterly self-sacrificing.  They represent the key to the preservation and continuing development of the long tradition of oncological research and treatment in Russia.
“In 2013, I founded the Imperial Foundation for Cancer Research, and I am determined that we do all in our power to strengthen the work of past researchers in Russia, and to support younger specialists to continue and complete their professional training, and to help implement some of the innovative ideas for treatment that they are devising.
“I genuinely am concerned—from the depths of my heart—about the current state of health care in Russia.  And in the care and treatment of cancer especially, there are many problems that remain unresolved:  these include improving relevant legislation and state regulations, as well as addressing issues of resource allocation, the recruiting and training of young specialists, and setting up venues for the exchange of information and international collaborations.
“In order for cancer care in Russia to improve, so that young medical researchers do not find themselves compelled to leave the field or leave Russia and go abroad to pursue their careers, we need the combined efforts of many individuals and organizations, who are all guided by a sense of patriotism, common sense, compassion, and mercy. 

“I very much hope that this Congress, which has taken up the theme ‘Achievements and Future Directions in Pediatric Oncology,’ will bring together not only physicians, but also important figures in government and public and social institutions, into a dialogue about ways to move forward in supporting cancer patients, medical caregivers, volunteers, and clergy—all those who have chosen the noble path of serving the sick.
“The extensive list of panels at this Congress will, I am sure, enable you to arrive at solutions to many of today’s pressing problems, to exchange knowledge and experience, and to discuss how new treatments and technologies can be brought to bear in the fight against cancer.
“I wish you all a productive, convivial gathering, full of many useful and dynamic discussions that will give Russia and the world new discoveries in our fight against this dread disease.”
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Then, on behalf of his mother, Her Imperial Highness the Grand Duchess Maria of Russia, Grand Duke George presented several Imperial awards to those present.  For services to the nation in the field of medicine and health care, Dr. Vladimir Georgievich Polyakov, the Head of Pediatric Oncology of the Ministry of Health of the Russian Federation, was invested into the Imperial Order of St. Anna; and Professors G. L. Mentkevich, I. A. Turabov, and L. M. Minkina, L. P. Privalova, M. Iu. Rykov were awarded the Imperial Commemorative Medal “Anniversary of the Nation’s Victory, 1613-2013.”
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The presentation of Imperial awards.  Left to Right:  A. N. Zakatov, Grand Duke George of Russia, K. K. Nemirovich-Danchenko, M. Iu. Rykov
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Grand Duke George of Russia presenting the Imperial and Royal Order of St. Stanislav III Class to V. G. Polyakov
Dr. Polyakov expressed his thanks to the Grand Duke for supporting and promoting oncological research in Russia.  Then Dr. Mamed Aliyev Dzhavadovich, Academician and Director of the Research Institute of Pediatric Oncology and Hematology at the N. N. Blokhin Russian Cancer Research Center of the Russian Academy of Medical Sciences, expressed his thanks for all the work the Grand Duke has done and continues to do to help fight cancer.  The Director of the Department of Children’s Health Care and Obstetric Services of the Ministry of Health of the Russian Federation, Elena Baibarina, also offered a formal welcome to the Grand Duke.  In response, the Grand Duke emphasized to all that the Imperial Foundation for Cancer Research very much hopes to continue its many support programs and to contribute to the general effort to raise the quality of care available to cancer patients and to increase the number of properly-trained medical professionals working in the fight against cancer.
That afternoon, a luncheon was hosted in honour of His Imperial Highness by the social organization “For Faith and Fatherland.”  In addition to members of the organization, including Hieromonk Nikon (Levachev-Belavenets) and those traveling with the Grand Duke, the following persons were present at the lunch:  the Dean of the Australian-New Zealand Eparchy of the Russian Orthodox Church Abroad, Archpriest Michael Protopopov; the Director of the Information and Publications Department of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, A. A. Kozhin; and the Director of the Legal Department of the Chancellery of the Russian Imperial House, attorney G. Iu. Lukianov.
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Archpriest Michael Protopopov and Grand Duke George
After lunch, His Imperial Highness went to the Cabinet Lounge Club (on Novaya ploshchad, no. 6), where he attended a panel on the topic “The Role of the Imperial House of Romanoff in the Development of Russian Economic and Cultural Ties,” which was organized in part by the Belgian-Luxembourg Chamber of Commerce in Russia.  Besides the Grand Duke, who is the honorary president of the Belgian-Luxembourg Chamber of Commerce in Russia, others attending the gathering included the Director of the Chancellery of the Russian Imperial House, Alexander Zakatov, and the Chief of the Moscow Office of the Belgian-Luxembourg Chamber of Commerce in Russia, Oleg Borisovich Prozorov.
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Left to Right:  The Director of the Chancellery of the Russian Imperial House, Alexander N. Zakatov, Grand Duke George of Russia, and the Chief of the Moscow Office of the Belgian-Luxembourg Chamber of Commerce in Russia, Oleg B. Prozorov.
Later, Grand Duke George visited the Teleshov House, where the office for the Moscow City Branch of the Russian Society for the Preservation of Monuments of History and Culture is located.  In the courtyard, His Imperial Highness and others in his party were greeted by the First Vice-Chairman of the Board of Overseers of the Russian Society for the Preservation of Monuments of History and Culture, Hieromonk Nikon; the senior representative of the descendants of the writer Nikolai Dmitrievich Teleshov, T. Iu. Telesheva; and by the President and First Vice-President of the Russian Nobility Society, Oleg. V. Shcherbachev and A. Iu. Korolev-Pereleshin, respectively.  They toured together the apartment museum of N. D. Teleshov, after which the Grand Duke met with the Chairman of the Board of Overseers of the Moscow City Branch of the Russian Society for the Preservation of Monuments of History and Culture, V. V. Khutarev-Garnishevsky, and with other leaders of the Moscow branch of the Society.  At the end of the visit, the Grand Duke toured an exhibit titled “Memory,” which is located in the building’s basement.
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Grand Duke George of Russia and T. Iu. Teleshova, in the writer’s memorial study
Later that evening, Grand Duke George attended a reception for participants in the 6th Congress of Russian Oncologists.  
On October 2, His Imperial Highness held a series of audiences and meetings concerning the Imperial Foundation for Cancer Research and other social and cultural projects being undertaken by the Russian Imperial House.  He then departed Moscow for St. Petersburg, accompanied by the Director of the Chancellery of the Russian Imperial House, Alexander N. Zakatov; the advisor to the Chancellery for Interregional and International Relations, Prince Vadim O. Lopukhin; the advisor to the Chancellery for Relations with Government and Civic Organizations, Kirill K. Nemirovich-Danchenko; and the General Director of the Imperial Foundation for Cancer Research, Archpriest Alexander Tkachenko.
On October 3, just three days before the birthday of H.I.H. the Grand Duchess Leonida Georgievna (born in Tiflis on September 23/October 6, 1914; died in Madrid on May 10/23, 2010), H.I.H. the Heir, Tsesarevich, and Grand Duke George of Russia visited the Romanoff family mausoleum in the Ss. Peter and Paul Cathedral in St. Petersburg.

His Imperial Highness was met at the entrance to the Mausoleum by clergy from the Church of the Holy Great Martyr Catherine, which is located in the Academy of Artists, including Archpriest Andrei Lёlin and the Priest Mikhail Bernitsev, as well as Hieromonk Nikon (Levachev-Belavenets), the chaplain of the social organization “For Faith and Fatherland,” who had traveled with the Grand Duke from Moscow.
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Left to Right:  Hieromonk Nikon (Levachev-Belavenets), Archpriest Andrei Lёlin, and Priest Mikhail Bernitsev, welcoming the Grand Duke.  
Accompanied by clergy, the Grand Duke entered the Mausoleum and placed flowers on the graves of his grandmother, grandfather, great-grandmother, great-great-grandmother, and great-great-grandfather.  Archpriest Alexander Tkachenko, a member of the Eparchial Council of the Eparchy of St. Petersburg and the rector of Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, currently under construction, served a Litya, or commemorative prayer service, for the repose of the souls of Emperor-in-Exile Kirill I, Empress-in-Exile Victoria Feodorovna, Grand Duke Wladimir Kirillovich, Grand Duchess Leonida Georgievna, and Grand Duke Wladimir Alexandrovich.
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After the service, the Grand Duke entered the main cathedral and, on the Ambo, venerated the Most Honorable and Life-Creating Cross of the Lord.  His Imperial Highness and the clergymen then toured the altar of the cathedral and venerated the graves of his Imperial ancestors.

Then Grand Duke George went to the City Cancer Treatment Center in St. Petersburg (See:  http://www.oncology.spb.ru/rabochij-vizit-czesarevicha,-velikogo-knyazya-georgiya-romanova-v-sankt-peterburgskij-gorodskoj-klinicheskij-onkologicheskij-dispanser.html.)  His Imperial Highness was accompanied by the General Director of the Imperial Foundation for Cancer Research, Archpriest Alexander Tkachenko, and members of the Chancellery of the Russian Imperial House.  The Tsesarevich was greeted by Center’s medical director, Dr. Georgii Moiseevich Manikhas, along with other medical staff.
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Grand Duke George and the medical Director of the City Cancer Treatment Center, Dr. G. M. Manikhas.
Dr. Manikhas led the Grand Duke and his party on a tour of the City Cancer Treatment Center and described the treatments and medical technology being delivered at the facility.  The tour also included a visit to the treatment rooms and laboratory.  The medical director described for the Grand Duke the kinds of medical care available in St. Petersburg and the challenges and opportunities that medical professionals face today in providing that care.  The Grand Duke in turn emphasized the enormous importance of the work being done at this treatment facility, and described the many ways that the Imperial Foundation for Cancer Research is working to assist clinics and medical professionals across the city and throughout Russia:  “The Foundation is here to help young doctors and researchers receive grants, publish scientific papers, cover travel and other costs for Russian medical professionals to participate in conferences and internships abroad, and support the improvement of cancer treatment in the regions.”
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At the end of his visit to the facility, the Grand Duke expressed his hope that the City Cancer Treatment Center and the Russian Imperial House will in the future work together fruitfully to improve the care available for the people of St. Petersburg suffering from this deadly disease.  Before departing, the Grand Duke was pleased to award the Imperial Commemorative Medal “Anniversary of the Nation’s Victory, 1613-2013” to Dr. Georgii Moiseevich Manikhas.
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The Grand Duke awards the Imperial Medal to Dr. G. M. Manikhas. 
That afternoon, in the Cathedral of the Transfiguration, the Grand Duke attended the baptism of Mark Shamarin, the grandson of the philanthropist A. V. Abrosimov (who accompanied His Imperial Highness during his pilgrimage to Mount Athos in April 2015).  The Grand Duke served as godfather.
That same day, the Grand Duke visited the Church of St. Panteleimon, which was erected in memory of the glorious victories of the Russian Navy at the Battles of Gangut (1714) and Grengam (1720), which both took place on July 27/August 9, the feast day of the Holy Great Martyr and Healer Panteleimon.
On October 4, the Grand Duke began the day with a walk through the Summer Gardens, then went to the Forside Equestrian Club, where he attended the second of a two-day Dressage tournament and took part in the award ceremonies for the winners of the riding competition.  (The tournament ran on October 3-4.)  The Forside Equestrian Club enjoys the sponsorship of the Russian Imperial House of Romanoff.  (See:  http://www.goldmustang.ru/magazine/sport/4496.html )
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The founder of the Forside Equestrian Club, Sergei Vladimirovich Rusakov, receiving the Imperial Cup from Grand Duke George of Russia.
His Imperial Highness awarded the Imperial Cup to the winners in the children’s, youth, adult, and amateur categories of the competition, and also to the riders who displayed special artistry in their freestyle programmes.  
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Grand Duke George of Russia presenting the awards to the winners of the competition.
His Imperial Highness also awarded the Imperial and Royal Order of St. Stanislav III Class to the founder of the Forside Equestrian Club, Sergei Vladimirovich Rusakov. 
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The Grand Duke investing S. V. Rusakov into the Imperial and Royal Order of St. Stanislav III Class.  Left to Right:  Archpriest Alexander Tkachenko, S. V. Ruskaov, Grand Duke George of Russia, Prince V. O. Lopukhin, and K. K. Nemirovich-Danchenko. 
The Grand Duke expressed his hope that the Russian Imperial House and the Forside Equestrian Club will continue to work together to help foster the restoration of traditional equestrian sport in Russia.  Sergei Vladimirovich expressed his heartfelt thanks to the Grand Duke for his confidence in him and for his on-going support for the Club and equestrian sport in Russia. (For more photos, see:  http://www.sobaka.ru/photo/photo/40386) 
On October 5, Grand Duke George, accompanied by O. Shamarin, the father of his new godson, and by K. K. Nemirovich-Danchenko, made a pilgrimage to the Tikhvin Dormition Monastery, where he venerated the miracle-working Tikhvin Icon of the Mother of God.  Then the Grand Duke toured the monastery and was given a brief history of its place in Russian history and in the Russian Church.
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Grand Duke George, before the miracle-working Tikhvin Icon of the Mother of God 
Afterward, His Imperial Highness toured the city of Tikhvin by car, then traveled to the Boksitogorsky District of Leningrad Region, where he visited one of the forest preserves and learned about its economy and game management, and about the traditions of hunting in the Russian northwest.

On October 6, Grand Duke George of Russia returned to St. Petersburg, where he attended a reception given in his honour by the Tatar Nobility Association and by members of the Tatar community of St. Petersburg.  Also at the reception were:  the President of the St. Petersburg Tatar Nobility Association, S. T. Khasanov; the Director of the Branch Affiliate of the Shigabuddin Marjani Institute of History and Director of the Center for the Study of the Legacy of Lev Gumilev, Sh. K. Akhmetshin; Distinguished Figure in the Arts of the Russian Federation and Distinguished Artist of the Russian Federation, Kh. M. Chinakaev; the Vice-President of the Tatar Nobility Association, A. G. Dashkin; and others who were in the Grand Duke’s party.
At the reception, the conversation turned to themes related to the preservation and development of national cultures and inter-confessional cooperation and understanding.  The conversations continued into dinner, which featured traditional Tatar dishes.
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S. T. Khasanov presenting to the Grand Duke a traditional Tatar headdress.
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Left to Right:  Distinguished National Artist of the Russian Federation Kh. M. Chinakaev, Prince V. O. Lopukhin, Vice-President A. G. Dashkin of the Tatar Nobility Association, Grand Duke George of Russia, President S. T. Khasanov of the St. Petersburg Tatar Nobility Association, Archpriest Alexander Tkachenko, the Director of the Branch Affiliate of the Shigabuddin Marjani Institute of History and Director of the Center for the Study of the Legacy of Lev Gumilev, Sh. K. Akhmetshin, and K. K. Nemirovich-Danchenko.
On October 7, H.I.H. the Heir, Tsesarevich, and Grand Duke George of Russia departed St. Petersburg for Brussels.

