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2014-02-18.  Press Release on the Visit to Russia of the Head of the Russian Imperial House, H.I.H. Grand Duchess Maria of Russia, to Attend and Participate in Celebrations for the 400th Anniversary of the Ending of the Time of Troubles, the Reestablishment of the Russian State, and the Ascension to the Throne of the House of Romanoff

On November 3 to November 17, 2014, the Head of the Russian Imperial House, H.I.H. Grand Duchess Maria of Russia, visited Russia to participate in celebrations for the 400th anniversary of the ending of the Time of Troubles, the reestablishment of the Russian State, and the ascension to the throne of the House of Romanoff.  Her Imperial Highness visited Moscow, Nizhnii Novgorod, Chuvashia, Tatarstan, and the Samara Region.  
On November 3, Grand Duchess Maria of Russia arrived in Moscow from Madrid.

On November 4, the feast day of the Kazan Icon of the Mother of God and the state holiday of the Day of National Unity, the Grand Duchess arrived at the Church of Our Lady of the Sign on Romanoff Street, where Her Imperial Highness met with A. D. Beglov, the Presidential Representative in the Central Federal District.  After a brief service in the church (moleben) served by the rector, Archpriest Mikhail Guliaev, the Grand Duchess awarded A. D. Beglov the Imperial Order of St. Anna First Class.  At the same time, the insignia for the Order of St. Anna Second Class was presented to the well-known philanthropist A. L. Khazin (who from 2004 to 2011 was a member of the Federation Council for Kostroma and Viatka).  The awardees were also presented with the Imperial medals “Anniversary of the Nation’s Victory, 1613-2013” and the “Commemorative Medal of the 400th Anniversary of the House of Romanoff, 1613-2013.”  The Imperial medal “Anniversary of the Nation’s Victory, 1613-2013” was also presented to Archpriest Mikhail Guliaev and A. V. Kiselev (of the Office of the Presidential Representative to the Central Federal District).  

During tea, which was served in the church’s refectory after the moleben service and investiture ceremony, the Head of the Russian Imperial House had the opportunity to chat with A. D. Beglov and others.  The topic of conversation ranged from the role of the 400th anniversary of the ending of the Time of Troubles in the cultural life of modern Russia, to issues related to the preservation of the nation’s historical heritage.
Having warmly bid farewell to A. D. Beglov, Grand Duchess Maria of Russia then went to the reception hall of the church’s rectory, where an investiture ceremony for the Imperial Order of St. Anastasia the Alleviatrix of Captives took place.  Invested into the Order were the long-time Rector and President of the Russian State Academy of Slavic Culture, Professor I. K. Kuchmaeva; the Chair of the Board of Trustees of the Foundation for the Support and Development of Education, Creativity, and Culture, E. V. Baiakhchian; and the Chair of the Iu. A. Garnaev Charity Foundation “Russian Birch” (“Russkaia Beryozka”), O. M. Garnaeva.  In addition, the artist E. N. Sheffer was invested into the Imperial Order of St. Anna Third Class.
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Later, the Head of the Russian Imperial House arrived at the Moscow Manege, where she, Patriarch Kirill of Moscow and All Russia, and the Minister of Culture of the Russian Federation V. R. Medinskii, took part in the ceremonial opening of the exhibition “Orthodox Russia.  My History.  The Romanoffs.” 
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Her Imperial Highness toured the exhibit with His Holiness, government officials, Church hierarchs, and leaders of Russia’s various traditional religious groups.  The tour was led by Archimandrite Tikhon (Shevkunov), the Executive Secretary of the Patriarchal Council for Culture and Abbot of Sretensky Monastery.
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After the conclusion of the tour, Grand Duchess Maria of Russia went to the Alexander Garden, where she laid flowers at three monuments:  the monument to the great national hero of the Time of Troubles, Patriarch Hermogen; the recently restored obelisk to the 300th anniversary of the House of Romanoff; and the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, which honors the memory of the defenders of Russia from the 17th through 20th centuries.  

That afternoon, the Grand Duchess toured the exhibit of works by the artist F. A. Moskvitin, dedicated to the 400th anniversary of the House of Romanoff.  After the tour, there was an investiture ceremony for those receiving Imperial awards, and a presentation of postage stamps that had been issued to mark this anniversary.  

That evening in the restaurant “Parisienne” a gala dinner was hosted by the knights of the Imperial Military Order of St. Nicholas the Wonderworker in honor of the Head of the Russian Imperial House.  In a special reception hall before the dinner began, the National Artist of Russia S. N. Prisekin presented to the Grand Duchess a formal portrait that he had painted in honor of the 60th birthday of Her Imperial Highness.  Grand Duchess Maria of Russia thanked the artist, who is recognized as one of the most talented painters of our day, for making this portrait with such enormous skill and care.
Among those attending the dinner were the Chair of the Central  Elections Commission of the Russian Federation, V. E. Churov, and his wife; the Commander of Airborne Forces of the Russian Federation, Colonel-General V. A. Shamanov, and his wife L. M. Shamanova; the General Director of the St. Petersburg Children’s Hospice, Archpriest Alexander Tkachenko; and many other honored guests.  The master of ceremonies for the event was the Chairman of the Knights’ Council of the Order of St. Nicholas, Major-General A. V. Kirilin.

On November 5, Grand Duchess Maria of Russia visited the Moscow City Pedagogical University, where she familiarized herself with the curriculum and met with students and professors.  
The Head of the Russian Imperial House was met at the entrance to the university by the Rector, I. M. Remorenko, and by V. V. Kirillov, the Director of the Humanities Institute, which is part of the university.  Inside the lobby of the university’s Main Building Her Imperial Highness toured the historical exhibit entitled “Time of Hope and Great Faith.  Philanthropy and the Romanoff Dynasty in Moscow.”  The guide for the tour was A. Kruglik, a graduate of the university’s History Department and an archivist at the State Historical Archive.
Later, the guests made their way to the office of the university’s President, V. V. Riabov, where the Grand Duchess had the opportunity to chat with members of the university’s administration.  The Grand Duchess was particularly interested to learn about the history of the Moscow City Pedagogical University, its enrollments, the majors offered, the placement rate of graduates, international programs and collaborations, and the growth of branch campuses.
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The university’s Rector, I. M. Remorenko, and President, V. V. Riabov, discussed the goals and achievements of the university and its graduates, its efforts to develop and advance the quality of pedagogical training in Russia, the mobility of students and opportunities for study abroad, the degree programs at the undergraduate and graduate levels, internship opportunities, the structure of graduate programs and dissertation committees, the University School, the job placement rate for graduates, and the raising of certification standards for teachers.

The university’s President, V. V. Riabov—who holds a doctoral degree in History and has an appointment as a professor at the university—presented to the Grand Duchess several examples of the academic works produced by the university’s faculty.  

The Grand Duchess toured the exhibits in the university’s Historical Museum and inscribed the following note in the Visitors’ Book:  “Training the educators of our nation’s future generations is the most important task of our times.  I wish you every success in your work!  5.11.2013.”
Then the Head of the House of Romanoff proceeded to the so-called Green Hall, where more than 200 students, teachers, and staff, as well as primary school students, waited impatiently for her arrival.  Students from the university’s Humanities Institute prepared an interactive meeting with the Grand Duchess.  Interspersed with the lively and open discussion were digressions into topics of Russian history, questions from the audience, and a musical performance from the Music Department.  
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The staff of the university’s academic library prepared for Her Imperial Highness’s arrival an exhibition entitle “The 400th Anniversary of the House of Romanoff.”

In the afternoon, the Grand Duchess received in audience N. V. Tomilova from the Republic of Ingushetia, who reported on the many events that are taking place in Ingushetia to celebrate the 400th anniversary of the ending of the Time of Troubles and the reestablishment of the Russian State.  She also received a delegation from the Organization of Russian Scouts, led by P. Mironova (for photos of this audience, see:  https://plus.google.com/photos/+%D0%9A%D0%BE%D0%BD%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B0%D0%BD%D1%82%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%9C%D0%B8%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B2/albums/5943049293128904305), as well as the writer and historian V. I. Bragin, who presented the Grand Duchess with copies of his publications.  Certificates of Merit were presented to the Russian Scouts, and the Imperial medal “Anniversary of the Nation’s Victory, 1613-2013” was awarded to V. I. Bragin.
That evening, the Head of the Russian Imperial House met with the Speaker of the State Duma, S. E. Naryshkin.  Also attending the meeting was V. I. Strzhalkovskii and members of H.I.H.’s Chancellery.  Those present gave their assessment of the past year’s celebration of the 400th anniversary of the House of Romanoff and discussed the planned celebrations in 2014 of the 700th anniversary of the birth of St. Sergius of Radonezh and the 100th anniversary of the beginning of World War I.  The Grand Duchess in particular was pleased to learn that the decision had been made in principle to restore the soldiers’ cathedral of St. Sergius of Radonezh on Khodynka Field, which will serve as the Russian capital’s spiritual and cultural memorial to both of these anniversary celebrations.  Grand Duchess Maria of Russia awarded Speaker S. E. Naryshkin and V. I. Strzhalkovskii the Imperial medals “Anniversary of the Nation’s Victory, 1613-2013” and the “Commemorative Medal of the 400th Anniversary of the House of Romanoff, 1613-2013,” and their wives, T. S. Naryshkina and I. V. Strzhalkovskaia, were awarded the Imperial Order of St. Anastasia Alleviatrix of Captives.
On November 6, the Head of the Russian Imperial House went to the Ministry of Culture of the Russian Federation and met with the Minister of Culture V. R. Medinskii.  The conversation touched on the topics of the revival of cultural traditions in Russia and the writing of accurate treatments of various periods of Russian history.  Her Imperial Highness awarded the Minister of Culture the Order of St. Anna Second Class and the Imperial medals “Anniversary of the Nation’s Victory, 1613-2013” and the “Commemorative Medal of the 400th Anniversary of the House of Romanoff, 1613-2013.”  Minister Medinskii thanked the Grand Duchess for these awards and presented her with copies of books he has authored.
During the afternoon, the Grand Duchess met with her relatives—the great-grandson of H.I.H. Grand Duchess Olga Alexandrovna, Paul Kulikovsky, and his wife, Liudmila Anatolievna, who presented Her Imperial Highness with copies of the journal Russian History, containing publications about the House of Romanoff.  Also present at this meeting were Hieromonk Nikon (Levachev-Belavenets) and members of H.I.H.’s Chancellery.  Later, the Head of the Russian Imperial House departed Moscow from the Kursk Rail Station for Nizhnii Novgorod.  Her visit to Nizhnii Novgorod came at the invitation of the Governor of Nizhnii Novgorod Region, V. P. Shantsev.  
The official program for Grand Duchess’s visit to Nizhnii Novgorod began on November 7, with her attendance at services in the St. Michael the Archangel Cathedral in the Nizhnii Novgorod Kremlin.
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Her Imperial Highness was greeted by His Eminence Metropolitan Georgii of Nizhnii Novgorod and Arzamas.  After the Divine Liturgy, His Eminence and other clergy served a requiem (Litya) service for Patriarch Filaret, Kozma Minin, and Prince Dmitrii Pozharskii, and for all the reposed rulers of the House of Romanoff from Tsar Mikhail to Grand Duke Wladimir Kirillovich, and their spouses.  In his sermon, His Eminence said that “in these holy days, we mark the 400th anniversary of the Romanoffs donning the mantle of the monarchy for the sake of our country.  The ascension of Tsar Mikhail Feodorovich Romanoff in 1613 brought an end to the Time of Troubles, and with it, the healing of men’s souls.  The Lord blessed Holy Russia for many years to maintain the Orthodox Faith, to bring prosperity to this land, and to preserve it.  Over the course of three centuries our sovereigns from the House of Romanoff exerted enormous spiritual and physical strength to build the Russian land so that it would flourish from the Baltic Sea to the Pacific Ocean.  We are all the heirs and beneficiaries of their great labors.”  (See:  http://www.nne.ru/news.php?id=347838). 
After the Litya service, the Grand Duchess, the Metropolitan, and all those attending the services laid flowers at the tomb of Kozma Minin.  
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Later, the Head of the Russian Imperial House met with government officials of the Nizhnii Novgorod Region, including His Eminence Metropolitan Georgii.  The Grand Duchess awarded the Imperial medal “Anniversary of the Nation’s Victory, 1613-2013” to the Acting Governor of Nizhnii Novgorod, E. B. Liulin, and to other officials of the Region and city of Nizhnii Novgorod.

In the afternoon the Grand Duchess attended the consecration of a commemorative plaque in honor of Emperor Alexander II the Tsar-Liberator at the Voznesensky-Pechersky Monastery in Nizhnii Novgorod.  Attending this service with the Grand Duchess was the Mayor of Nizhnii Novgorod, Oleg Sorokin, as well as other local officials.
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The consecration service was officiated by the Abbot of the monastery, Archimandrite Tikhon (Zatyokin), along with other clergy from the monastery.

In May 2013 a monument to Emperor Alexander II had been erected to honor the visit to the monastery in 1858 of the Emperor and his wife, Empress Maria Alexandrovna.  Archimandrite Tikhon described for those present the enduring connection between the House of Romanoff and the monastery, saying that “every Russian sovereign has left a part of his heart at this monastery.”

After the conclusion of the consecration service, the visitors went to Metropolitan Georgii’s residence, where he served an intercessory prayer service (moleben) in the Chapel of St. Sergius of Radonezh.
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Before the service began, Metropolitan Georgii greeted all those present, including the Grand Duchess, with the following words:  “Our ancestors,” he said, “made a place in their lives for God’s Will, and they sought God’s blessing on all their doings and for all their cares.  In these holy days, we mark the 400th anniversary of the healing of the wounds of the Time of Troubles and the beginning of the rule of the Romanoffs, who did much to preserve and improve their realm.  We lift up prayers on this day, asking that God’s mercy upon this monastery never be taken away.”
Later, Grand Duchess Maria of Russia invested His Eminence Metropolitan Georgii; Oleg Sorokin, the Mayor of Nizhnii Novgorod; public figures of the Nizhnii Novgorod region; and clergy of the Nizhnii Novgorod diocese with the insignia of the Imperial Order of St. Anna, and the Imperial medals “Anniversary of the Nation’s Victory, 1613-2013” and the “Commemorative Medal of the 400th Anniversary of the House of Romanoff, 1613-2013.”  (For more on these events, see the news report located here:  http://www.nne.ru/news.php?id=347839). 
During her conversation with His Eminence, Her Imperial Highness recalled her first meeting with the Metropolitan—at the 100th anniversary celebrations of the canonization of St. Seraphim of Sarov in 2003.  (On those celebrations, see:  http://www.imperialhouse.ru/rus/allnews/news/2003/73.html).
Metropolitan Georgii in turn presented Her Imperial Highness a copy of the Pechersky Icon of the Mother of God.  
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The Grand Duchess then toured the Archeological Museum of the Nizhnii Novgorod Eparchy.

That evening, the Head of the Russian Imperial House attended a dinner in her honor hosted by local government officials of the Nizhnii Novgorod Region.
On the morning of November 8, Grand Duchess Maria of Russia left Nizhnii Novgorod for Cheboksary.
On the first day of her stay in the capital of the Chuvash Republic, the Grand Duchess visited the recent archeological excavations of the foundations of the St. Nicholas Church, which had been demolished by the Bolsheviks.  Her Imperial Highness was shown the gravesite that researchers believe belongs to her ancestor, Maria Shestova—the grandmother of the first tsar of the House of Romanoff, Mikhail Feodorovich—who had been exiled in 1601 to Cheboskary as part of a general attack on the Romanoff family by Tsar Boris Godunov.  
At the site of the excavations, the Grand Duchess was met by Metropolitan Varnava of Cheboksary and Chuvashia; Archpriest Nikolai Ivanov, the secretary of the Cheboksary Eparchy; Archimandrite Vasilii (Paskye), the Abbot of Holy Trinity Monastery in Cheboksary and the Chairman of the Commission on the Canonization of the Saints of the Cheboksary Eparchy; the Minister of Culture of the Chuvash Republic, V. P. Efimov; the Duty Mayor of Cheboksary, A. L. Salaeva; the Director of the Department of Archeology of the Chuvash State Institute for Humanities, N. S. Berezina; archeologists and students involved in the dig at the St. Nicholas Church; members of the press; and local residents.
The Grand Duchess inspected the ruins of the foundation of St. Nicholas Church and a nearby sand sculpture depicting Maria Shestova and her son, Mikhail Romanoff, which was made by the local artist, A. P. Molokov.  Her Imperial Highness expressed her hope that this remarkable example of contemporary Russian art will one day me made of more durable materials than sand and stand permanently in the Chuboksary Park as a visible symbol of love and continuity over the generations.  
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On November 9, Grand Duchess Maria of Russia visited Victory Park and laid flowers at the Monument to Military Glory in honor of the heroes of the Great Patriotic War of 1941-1945.  After a tour of the city by automobile, with stops at the city’s many sites of interest, the Grand Duchess attended the blessing of a memorial plaque in the Holy Trinity Monastery commemorating the visit by Empress Catherine II the Great to Cheboksary.  Attending the ceremony, which was officiated by Archmanidrte Vasilii (Paskye) along with other monastic clergy, were the Minister of Culture for the Chuvash Republic, V. P. Efimov, and leading figures in the city.  Archimandrite Vasilii gave a brief sermon on the ties linking the House of Romanoff with the city of Cheboksary.
After the service, a lunch in honor of the Grand Duchess was hosted by the Ministry of Culture.  Also attending the lunch was Alla Samoilova, the Vice-Chair of the Cabinet of Ministers of the Chuvash Republic and the Minister of Health and Social Development of the Chuvash Republic.  The conversation at lunch touched on issues relating to the preservation of cultural values and the spiritual and moral education of the nation’s young people.  
Later, the Head of the Russian Imperial House went to the main Government Building for the Chuvash Republic and met with the President of the Chuvash Republic, M. V. Ignatiev.  Also attending this meeting were His Eminence Metropolitan Varnava of Cheboksary and Chuvashia; Archpriest Nikolai Ivanov, the Secretary of the Eparchy; Mufti Albir-hazrat Krganov, the Chairman of the Spiritual Administration of Muslims in the Chuvash Republic and the First Deputy to the Grand Mufti of Russia; the Speaker of the State Council of the Chuvash Republic, Iu. A. Popov; the Mayor of Cheboksary, L. I. Cherkesov; the Minister of Culture, V. P. Efimov; and members of H.I.H.’s Chancellery.
The President of the Chuvash Republic and others present described for the Grand Duchess the cultural life in Chuvashia, the on-going efforts to preserve the historical heritage of the region, and the status of research on the remains of what some believe to be Maria Shestova.  
Grand Duchess Maria of Russia invested President Ignatiev into the Imperial Order St. Anna First Class, and presented him also with the Imperial medals “Anniversary of the Nation’s Victory, 1613-2013” and the “Commemorative Medal of the 400th Anniversary of the House of Romanoff, 1613-2013.”  Other state officials and public figures were also award Imperial medals at this time.  (See http://www.cheb-eparhia.ru/info.aspx?org=1&type=news&id=8911).
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The Grand Duchess took questions from the press and then went to her hotel.  That evening, Her Imperial Highness attended a dinner held in her honor by the Mayor of Cheboksary, L. I. Cherkesov.
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On November 10, the Head of the Russian Imperial House went to the Cathedral of the Entry of the Mother of God in the Temple in Cheboksary, where His Eminence Metropolitan Varnava of Cheboksary and Chuvashia and other clergy served an intercessory prayer service (moleben) before the miracle-working Vladimir Icon of the Mother of God for the health of Grand Duchess Maria of Russia and her Heir, the Tsesarevich and Grand Duke George of Russia.  After the conclusion of the service, the Grand Duchess presented the insignia of the Imperial Order of St. Anna to the Metropolitan, as well as the Imperial medals “Anniversary of the Nation’s Victory, 1613-2013” and the “Commemorative Medal of the 400th Anniversary of the House of Romanoff, 1613-2013.”  Imperial medals were also awarded to Archpriest Nikolai Ivanov and Archimandrite Vasilii (Paskye).  Metropolitan Varnava presented the Grand Duchess with the Medal of the Holy Martyr Avraamii of Bulgaria First Class—an award of the Metropolitanate of Cheboksary and Chuvashia.  
After the services in the cathedral, Her Imperial Highness visited the mosque “Bulgar” of the Spiritual Administration of the Muslims of the Chuvash Republic.  The Grand Duchess had a warm exchange with Mufti Albir-hazrat Krganov and other Muslim clerics, and she presented to Mufti Krganov the insignia of the Imperial Order of St. Anna and the Imperial medals “Anniversary of the Nation’s Victory, 1613-2013” and the “Commemorative Medal of the 400th Anniversary of the House of Romanoff, 1613-2013.”  The Mufti also received copies of a set of historical documents on the relationship between the House of Romanoff and its Muslim countrymen.  
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Her Imperial Highness presenting to Mufti Albir-hazrat Krganov a drawing of a helmet of her royal forebear St. Alexander Nevsky, which has inscribed upon it a verse from the Most Noble Quran (61:13). 





The Grand Duchess presenting to Mufti Aldir-hazrat Krganov a book about this history of the House of Romanoff in exile.  
Later, at the Diocesan offices, His Eminence Metropolitan Varnava and Mufti Albir-hazrat Krganov hosted a lunch, during which the Head of the Russian Imperial House met with members of the local Orthodox and Muslim clergy.  Metropolitan Varnava recounted the persecutions his family had to endure during the Soviet regime, and shared his memories of his service as archpastor in Cheboksary since 1976.  The Metropolitan and Mufti also described for the Grand Duchess current interfaith charity and educational programs.
That afternoon, Grand Duchess Maria of Russia visited the National Library of the Chuvash Republic, where she met with the public and with journalists.  Her Imperial Highness presented Imperial awards to several individuals for their work in the fields of education and culture.  
That evening, a dinner in honor of the Head of the Russian Imperial House was hosted by the President of the Chuvash Republic.  Attending the dinner besides President M. V. Ignatiev were the following:  the Speaker of the State Council of the Chuvash Republic, Iu. A. Popov; the Vice-Chair of the Cabinet of Ministers of the Chuvash Republic and the Chief of Staff of the President of the Chuvash Republic, A. S. Ivanov; the Mayor of Cheboksary, L. I. Cherkesov; and members of H.I.H.’s Chancellery.

On November 11, the Head of the House of Romanoff left Cheboksary for Kazan.  On the way, the Grand Duchess visited the Cosmonaut Museum in the village of Shorshely.  After a requiem service (Litya), served in the chapel at the gravesite of the pilot and cosmonaut A. G. Nikolaev, in whose memory the Cosmonaut Museum is named, the Grand Duchess planted an evergreen tree in the park beside the museum and then toured the exhibits.  During tea at the family home of A. G. Nikovaev, which is now part of the museum complex, the Grand Duchess had the opportunity to meet with museum staff and with representatives of the local government.
The visit of the Head of the Russian Imperial House to the Republic of Tatarstan began with a trip to the Monastery of the Dormition of the Mother of God in Sviiazhsk.  Her Imperial Highness was accompanied during her visit by the monastery’s Abbot, Hegumen Siluan (Khokhiashvili).

The Grand Duchess offered prayers in the Church of the Icon of the Mother of God “Joy of All Who Sorrow,” which includes a side chapel dedicated to St. Seraphim of Serov—the first altar in Russia dedicated to St. Seraphim.  The Grand Duchess also visited the wooden Church of the Holy Trinity, and the Church of St. Herman of Kazan (where she venerated St. Herman’s holy relics).  She then toured the exhibits in the museum and visited a local crafts workshop.  At the Memorial to the Great Patriotic War of 1941-1945, she and others sang the hymn “Memory Eternal” to the nation’s fallen soldiers. 
Hegumen Siluan (Khokhiashvili) was awarded the Imperial medal “Anniversary of the Nation’s Victory, 1613-2013.”
That evening, Her Imperial Highness arrived in Kazan.

On November 12, in the Kazan Kremlin, the Head of the Russian Imperial House was formally welcomed to the Republic of Tatarstan by Mintimer Sharipovich Shaimiev, the former (and first) President of the Republic of Tatarstan, who is presently a Counselor of State of Tatarstan.
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The Grand Duchess shared with M. Sh. Shaimiev her impressions of her visit to Sviazhsk, and he described for her the various projects currently underway to revitalize the town of Sviazhsk and the ancient town of Bolgar.  He also discussed with the Grand Duchess the cooperation between the Orthodox and Muslim communities to preserve the region’s historical and cultural heritage.

Later, Grand Duchess Maria of Russia and Counselor of State Mintimer Shaimiev had a more formal meeting, at which were present the following:  the Vice-Speaker of the State Council of the Republic of Tatarstan, Rimma Ratnikova; the Head of the Secretariat of the State Council of the Republic of Tatarstan, Evgenii Grishin; the Director of H.I.H.’s Chancellery, Alexander Zakatov; the chair of the office of inter-regional and international relations in H.I.H.’s Chancellery, Prince Vadim Lopukhin; the head of Security for the Head of the Russian Imperial House, Mikhail Shakhov; and the advisor to H.I.H.’s Chancellery, Kirill Nemirovich-Danchenko.  In a relaxed and convivial atmosphere, the group discussed issues relating to inter-confessional dialogue, education, and efforts planned and underway to foster unity among the peoples of Russia and the strengthening of the Russian state.  One topic in particular that was touched on was sport.  Her Imperial Highness expressed her great pleasure with the success of the Universiade—an international sports competition of university student athletes—which took in 2013 in Kazan.  The Grand Duchess discussed the process for awarding to exceptional Russian athletes the Cup of the Russian Imperial House:  a trophy that was established on the eve of the celebrations of the 400th anniversary of the ending of the Time of Troubles.
Mintimer Shaimiev informed the Grand Duchess that, during the 2013 Universiade, he had met with the President of the International Committee “Fair Play,” Eno Kamuti, who suggested that the capital of Tatarstan host the forum “Fair Play.”  As part of the forum, there would be a banquet, during which awards would be presented to participating athletes.  At the conclusion of the meeting, the Head of the Russian Imperial House thanked Mintimer Shaimiev for his warm welcome.  As a sign of her respect and high regard for him, the Grand Duchess invested Mintimer Shaimiev into the Order of St. Anna First Class and presented him with the Imperial medals “Anniversary of the Nation’s Victory, 1613-2013” and the “Commemorative Medal of the 400th Anniversary of the House of Romanoff, 1613-2013.”  
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Mintimer Shaimiev in turn presented to Her Imperial Highness a book on the Kazan Icon of the Mother of God and a traditional Tatar doll wearing traditional Tatar costume.  (For photos of the meeting, see:  http://prav.tatarstan.ru/rus/pressa/photo.htm/photoreport/584797.htm
After the meeting with the first President of the Republic of Tatarstan, the Head of the Russian Imperial House went to the Annunciation Cathedral, where she met with His Eminence Metropolitan Anastasii of Kazan and Tatarstan.  His Eminence and other clergy served a requiem service (panikhida) for Patriarch Filaret and all the rulers of the House of Romanoff from Tsar Mikhail Fedorovich to Grand Duke Wladimir Kirillovich, and their spouses.  The Metropolitan then led the singing of the hymn “Many Years” on behalf of Grand Duchess Maria of Russia and her Heir, the Tsesarevich and Grand Duke George of Russia.
The Grand Duchess presented the Order of St. Anna Second Class and the Imperial medals “Anniversary of the Nation’s Victory, 1613-2013” and the “Commemorative Medal of the 400th Anniversary of the House of Romanoff, 1613-2013” to Metropolitan Anastasii.
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After the services in the Annunciation Cathedral, the Grand Duchess visited the mosque Qul-Sharif, where she met with the Chair of the Spiritual Administration of the Muslims of the Republic of Tatarstan, Mufti Kamil-khazrat Samigullin.  The Mufti described for the Grand Duchess how Muslims live in Tatarstan.  The Head of the House of Romanoff gave the Mufti copies of a set of historical documents pertaining to the relationship between the Islamic world and the House of Romanoff and invested him in the Imperial Order of St. Anna.  She also awarded him the Imperial medals “Anniversary of the Nation’s Victory, 1613-2013” and the “Commemorative Medal of the 400th Anniversary of the House of Romanoff, 1613-2013.”  
From the Kremlin, Her Imperial Highness went to the Ss. Peter and Paul Cathedral, where she and His Eminence Metropolitan Anastasii venerated the holy relics of St. Efrem of Kazan in the ground-level Church of the Meeting of the Lord.  It was St. Efrem of Kazan who crowned Tsar Mikhail I Fedorovich, the first Tsar of the House of Romanoff, in 1613.
Later, the Grand Duchess attended a lunch in her honor at the Tatar Sloboda, or Tatar Quarter of the city of Kazan—one of the most significant historical and cultural points of interest in the city of Kazan.
That afternoon, the Grand Duchess visited the Kazan Federal University.  The tour began with a stop at the university’s Historical Museum.  The Director of the University, Stella Pisareva, surveyed for the honored guests the history of the university, stopping her narrative and providing additional details at points in the historical narrative that were particularly connected to the Romanoff dynasty, including visits by members of the Imperial family to the university.
Afterward, the Head of the Russian Imperial House met with students and professors of the university, and with other public figures of the Republic of Tatarstan.  The Director of H.I.H.’s Chancellery, Alexander Zakatov, gave a brief lecture on the history of the House of Romanoff after 1917.

Addressing those in the auditorium, the Grand Duchess noted the well-defined and orderly relationship that exists between the government and the clergy, and the balance that exists between and among the different religions in this territory.  “It is clear,” the Grand Duchess emphasized, “that you are moving forward confidently and without fear, and that your children and grandchildren will have good reason to be proud of you.”  She called upon students not to forget the timeless values of family and love, to respect traditions, and to work hard to preserve their cultural and historical heritage.
Questions to the Grand Duchess from the audience touched on the life and activities of the dynasty today.  The Grand Duchess stressed that the activities of the Imperial House are in no way linked to any political aspirations whatsoever, and that all her travels to Russia have as their only goal to support the spiritual brotherhood of all Russia’s peoples and to preserve the nation’s rich and varied traditions.  
The Grand Duchess presented several books on the lives and activities of members of the Imperial dynasty to the Historical Museum of the Kazan Federal University.  She also left an inscription in the Guest Book:  “My hope and wish is that the good work you are doing at the Kazan Federal University in preserving your cultural and historical heritage will continue to prosper and thrive.”  (On this visit, see:  http://kpfu.ru/main_page?p_cid=62212.)
On November 13, the Head of the Russian Imperial House met with the Mayor of Kazan, Ilsur Metshin.  Also attending the meeting were the Vice-Chair of the State Council of the Republic of Tatarstan, Rimma Ratnikova; the head of the Division of Culture for Kazan, Aigul Gornysheva; and members of H.I.H.’s Chancellery.
Her Imperial Highness noted that Kazan greets her like a bright, sunny day.  She made a point of stressing how much the capital of Tatarstan has changed for the better since her last visit.  “It is simply hard to believe,” she said, “how much things have changed for the better in Kazan over the last 10 years.”
The Mayor of Kazan, Ilsur Metshin, replied that the preparations for the 2013 Universiade in Kazan involved a great deal of work, including the restoration of the historic center of the city.  He pointed out that, in a relatively short span of time, 307 historic buildings in Kazan were restored.

“A great deal has been done in Kazan to improve the living conditions of the people,” the Grand Duchess agreed.  “It is very good to see how people here respect one another.”
“Nothing is more dear and treasured to us here,” the Mayor of Kazan said, pointing out that approximately 100 nationalities and ethnic groups live together in Tatarstan.  “Everyone who comes to Kazan is struck more than anything else by the way Orthodox churches, mosques and synagogues, and other Christian churches are right next to each other,” added Mayor Metshin. 
“It is very important that there is a balance, that people respect one another, that people respect others of different backgrounds.  You have fashioned a model of toleration here we can all emulate,” replied the Grand Duchess.  She also noted how important it is to instill this kind of respect for others at a very early age.
At the conclusion of the meeting, the Grand Duchess presented the Imperial medals “Anniversary of the Nation’s Victory, 1613-2013” to the “Commemorative Medal of the 400th Anniversary of the House of Romanoff, 1613-2013” to Mayor of Kazan, Ilsur Metshin; and he, in turn, presented Her Imperial Highness with a commemorative gift.
After the meeting with the Mayor, the Head of the Russian Imperial House went to the Our Lady of Kazan Monastery and venerated the miracle-working Kazan Icon of the Mother of God in the Cathedral of the Elevation of the Cross.  His Eminence Metropolitan Anastasii and the Abbot of the monastery, Hegumen Pitirim (Rybanin), then hosted a lunch in honor of the Grand Duchess. 
In the afternoon, the Grand Duchess received in audience delegations from the Kazan chapter of the Russian Nobility Association, from the Mejlis of Tatar Murzas, and from several cultural and civic groups.  An investiture ceremony followed each audience.
That evening, an official banquet in honor of Her Imperial Highness was hosted in the name of the President of Tatarstan, R. N. Minnikhanov, at which were present the following dignitaries:  the Deputy Prime Minister for the Republic of Tatarstan, Iu. Z. Kamaltynov; the Vice Speaker of the State Council of the Republic of Tatarstan, R. A. Ratnikova; the Chief Advisor to the President of Tatarstan, S. S. Khabibullina; and members of H.I.H.’s Chancellery.

On November 14, Grand Duchess Maria of Russia left Kazan by plane for Samara.  After a short rest in her hotel, Her Imperial Highness arrived at the Cathedral of the Great Martyr and Victor-Bearer George, where she was greeted by an honor guard.  At the Cathedral, His Eminence Metropolitan Sergii of Samara and Syzran and other clergy served an intercessor prayer service (moleben) to the Holy Royal Passion-Bearers, at the end of which was sung the hymn “Many Years” for the Grand Duchess Maria of Russia and the Heir, Tsesarevich, and Grand Duke George of Russia.  The Head of the Russian Imperial House presented awards to military servicemen, and then laid flowers at the Eternal Flame in memory of the heroes of the Great Patriotic War of 1941-1945.
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Later, the Grand Duchess met formally with government leaders of the Samara Region, and a reception was organized by the office of the Governor of Samara Region, N. I. Merkushkin.  The Grand Duchess presented the Imperial medals “Anniversary of the Nation’s Victory, 1613-2013” and the “Commemorative Medal of the 400th Anniversary of the House of Romanoff, 1613-2013” to the Vice-Governor of Samara Region, A. P. Nefedov. 
On November 15, Her Imperial Highness attended the consecration of the restored icon of Christ the Savior and the icon of the Holy Royal Passion-Bearers, Emperor Nicholas II and Empress Alexandra Feodorovna, in the main administrative building of the Bank of Russia.  Also present at this ceremony was the Minister of Economic Development for the Samara Region, A. V. Kobenko.
The Head of the Russian Imperial House also visited City Hall in Samara, and then went to the Ss. Cyril and Methodius Cathedral, where a service of thanksgiving was offered, followed by a requiem (Litya) for Patriarch Filaret and all the rulers of the House of Romanoff.  Later, His Eminence Metropolitan Sergii consecrated the flag of the St. Andrew Cadet Corps, of which Grand Duchess Maria of Russia is the patron.  Her Imperial Highness solemnly presented the flag to the commander of the Corps at the head of a formation of Cadets.  Metropolitan Sergii then gave a sermon on the Christian understanding of military service.
After the flag blessing ceremony, in the Hall of Columns of the Educational Center of the Ss. Cyril and Methodius Cathedral in Samara, a reception and concert was arranged to mark the 400th anniversary of the ending of the Time of Troubles, the reestablishment of the Russian State, and the ascension to the throne of the House of Romanoff.  During the banquet, formal words of welcome from the Governor of Samara Region, N. I. Merkushkin, and the Head of the Russian Imperial House, were read.  His Eminence Metropolitan Sergii likewise offered a greeting and a blessing to all those in attendance.  Then the Director of H.I.H.’s Chancellery, Alexander N. Zakatov, gave a speech surveying the many events that have taken place during this anniversary year, and then he began the investiture ceremony.  The Grand Duchess presented the insignia of the Imperial Order of St. Anna and the Imperial medals “Anniversary of the Nation’s Victory, 1613-2013” and the “Commemorative Medal of the 400th Anniversary of the House of Romanoff, 1613-2013” to His Eminence Metropolitan Sergii.  She also presented the Imperial medals to several other government and civic leaders of the Samara Region, and to several outstanding cadets of the St. Andrew Cadet Corps.
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The Chairman of the Samara Branch of the Central Bank, Konstantin Surikov, shows archival photos of the Samara Bank to the Grand Duchess. 
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That evening, His Eminence Metropolitan Sergii of Samara and Syzran hosted a dinner in honor of the Head of the Russian Imperial House.
On November 16, Grand Duchess Maria of Russia went to the city of Stavropol-on-the-Volga (in the 1950s, the city was entirely flooded by a newly constructed dam and reservoir and was rebuilt at a new location at a higher elevation and renamed Tolyatti).  During Her Imperial Highness’s visit she was accompanied by the Minister for Economic Development of the Samara Region, A. V. Kobenko, and by the Mayor of Tolyatti, S. I. Andreev.
The Grand Duchess went to the Cathedral of the Transfiguration, where a moleben service was offered to the Holy Royal Passion-Bearers. She also presented the Imperial medal “Anniversary of the Nation’s Victory, 1613-2013” to Minister A. V. Kobenko and Mayor S. I. Andreev.
After lunch in honor of the Grand Duchess’s visit, which was hosted by the Mayor of Tolyatti, Her Imperial Highness went to the Orthodox Classical Gymnasium, where she attended a concert performed by the students and took questions from students and staff.

Later, the Head of the Russian Imperial House visited the Volga automobile factory and met with its management and workers, toured the assembly line, sat behind the wheel of the latest model of the “Lada,” and turned the key and turned on the engine.

On November 17, the Grand Duchess flew from Samara to Moscow.  At the airport, Her Imperial Highness received in audience delegations from the organization “For Faith and Fatherland,” the Russian Nobility Association, and other civic groups.  The Imperial Order of St. Anna was awarded to the Editor-in-Chief of the newspaper Rossiiskie vesti [Russian News], D. V. Klimov.  That evening, the Head of the Russian Imperial House, H.I.H. Grand Duchess Maria of Russia, departed for Madrid.
